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by Ted and Eileen Kosnik

W
e remember the reluc-
tance we had when 
Pat and Bob Verhelle 
asked us to attend the 

training session attached to the 1994 
Gathering in Fatima.  We were reluc-
tant to commit the financial resourc-
es necessary, as we knew that Ted 
was contemplating 
a job change, 

and had two of our three children in 
college.  But when we discussed it, 
the decision was “YES.”

We arrived in Portugal on our own 
and immediately were embraced by the 
Brazilians!  We boarded a bus full of 
Portuguese speaking people and headed 
to Fatima.  We were placed in a charm-
ing small hotel within walking distance 
of the meeting site. Our mini team ate 

all its meals together in the hotel dining 
room, as well as meeting for discussion 
following the talks.   It was fascinating 
to have different cultural prospective 
on the topics.  One of our teammates 
discovered that we were not able to 
stay after the meeting and sight-see, so 
wisked us off in his car to see a nearby 
monastery!

We had a wonderful experience, 
and the next summer hosted 
Francois, the son of the Bel-

gian couple who had been in the 
Fatima team.  Our team had a Ger-

man woman whose husband 
was unable 
to attend, a 
couple from 

Belgium, and 
the remain-
der from 

France.  Nor-
mally you are assigned to a team with 
members of your own language.  God 
had other plans, and it was a fabulous 
experience!  In Spain we were in an 
English speaking team, but the couples 
were from Trinidad, Ireland, England, 
Australia and India.

The Fatima Gathering opened with a 
flag ceremony in the Plaza, with the 
members from each country falling in 

line behind their Super Regional Cou-
ple.  In was inspiring to see the coun-
tries, organized by continent and realize 
the vastness of our Movement!  There 
were couples from Africa in magnificent 
garments, couples from India in color-
ful saris, and a polyglot of languages 
when we recited the Our Father.  The 
church universal was present, and it was 
awesome!  Masses are concelebrated by 
hundreds of bishops and priests.

Each day there was a speaker, with the 
“official” language changing everyday.  
We had sit-downs in the plaza, candle-

Why Should You Go To Lourdes?
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light processions, and a fiesta the last 
night.  Memories to last a lifetime, and 
that’s why you should go to Lourdes.  
Unless the good Lord has other plans, 
we will be there:  in fact we have not 
missed a Gathering since Fatima!

At the 2000 Gathering in Spain, one 
of the highlights was the closing Mass.  
Each person had been given an unlit 
sparkler when enter the stadium for 
Mass, and as the priests processed out 
we lit them, one to the next, until the 
whole stadium was sparkling,  just as we 
light the flame of God’s love in each oth-
er in our team and the larger Movement.

The capacity for Lourdes is 14,000 
people. Fatima was about half that, as 
was Santiago.  Ideally each Team would 
send a couple so that the experience 
could be shared upon return.  You have 
no idea of the wonders of our Move-
ment until you see thousands of couples 
that share your ideals for marriage.

We are asking everyone to look at the 
dates September 16- 21, 2006 and ask 
why not go!  If we sell lots of raffle 
tickets, we will have scholarship money.  
If people who have extra frequent flier 
miles would/could donate them we 
could help couples with airfare.  We can 
make it happen!

Brazil, a country as vast as ours but 
with fewer financial resources, sends 
over a thousand people - all attired in 
bright yellow shirts.  Surely we can 
muster more than 120!

Please fill out the application located 
in this newsletter and return it to the 
TOOL office with your deposit.  You 
will not be sorry!•
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by Ted & Eileen Kosnik
Super Regional Couple

“May the gracious care of the Lord our 
God be ours, prosper the work of our 
hands for us!” Psalm 90

Once again team members have out-
done themselves in creating a colorful, 
exquisite quilt to raffle!  The quilt has 
been pieced and lovely hand quilted.  
It measures 91”x106” so will easily fit 
a queen-size bed.  It is a work of art, 
which made its first appearance in Tur-

lock in the offertory procession at a Na-
tional Conference Mass. All states and 
the District of Columbia are represent-
ed, but several share the same flower!

The following Teams cross-stitchers did 
their job and embroidered 42 blocks of 
flowers:

Mary Ann Babendreier, Silver Springs MD

Lynn Cancelosi, Reston VA

Peggy Collins, Petoskey MI

Anne Franco, Grosse Point Park MI

Kathy Garcia, Boston NY

Caroline Kosnik, Houston TX

Eileen Kosnik, Tyler TX

Monica Kveton, San Antonio TX

Carol Lawlor, San 
Antonio TX

Anne Linus, Wax-
haw NC

Carolyn Lyman, Po-
tomac MD

Diane Madruga, 
Santa Clara CA

Lourdes Madruga, 
Santa Clara CA

Priscilla Matt, Ames 
IA

Gloria Maguire, 
Huntley IL

Amy Mayer, Char-
lotte NC

Peggy Meisen, Pa-
tchogue NY

Sara Metcalf, Rich-
mond TX

Katie Moreno, Whit-
tier CA

Marcia Munich, 
Hamburg NY

Sandy Novak, Littleton CO

Ellen Spence, Richmond TX

Carol Stovenour, Rockville MD

Mary Straffon, Royal Oak MI

Rita Sunday, Rochester MN

Cathy Terbrack, Troy MI

Jim Wagner, Springfield VA

Janet Windus, Proctor MN

NOW - it is your turn to sell and buy 
raffle tickets!  If every team couple 
purchased a ticket we would raise over 
$6,000 to aide team members attend 
the International Gathering in Lourdes, 
September 16-21, 2006.  In 2000 a 
raffle quilt raised about $3,500.•

Kosniks
Corner

Many Hands Create Colorful Quilt

Please request raffle tickets by 
e-mail (info@teamsofourlady.or
g), phone 903-535-7864, or mail 
TOOL, PO Box 4638, Tyler TX 
75712.  Pictures are available on the 
web site (www.teamsofourlady.org) 
and snapshots are available if you 
would like to sell chances to friends.

The tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.  
Drawing is December 8, 2005 fol-
lowing the evening Mass.

This queen-size quilt cross-stitched with state flowers will be raffled 
on December 8, 2005 to raise money for travel to the International 
Gathering in Lourdes. All teams are encouraged to buy and sell 
raffle tickets.
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“Who Do People Say That I Am?”
A Study Topic for Teams

We are delighted to announce that our current study topic, “Who Do People Say That I 
Am?” is printed and available in English, Portuguese and Spanish.  This topic was devel-
oped by the ERI as a pre-Lourdes study, but it has interest for everyone, whether you are 
planning to attend the Gathering or not.

The material covers eight meetings and the chapter headings are

Á Man in Search of Someone Offering Meaning to His Life

Á Mankind Wishes for Peace and Justice for the Whole Universe

Á The Universal Scope of Faith

Á Individual Vocation: “My Name is Written in Heaven” 

Á The Call to Become a Couple: Awareness of the Conjugal Vocation

Á Our Individual Answer and Our Answer as a Couple

Á Welcoming the Other to Welcome the Lord

Á “Who do people say I am?” – “You are the Christ, the Son of God”

It was translated into English in Australia, and retranslated into American English by 
the Super Regional Team!  Each chapter is laid out with several pages of study material; 
quotes from contemporary individuals; scripture; questions for the individual and the 
couple (good sit-down topics!); and questions for the team.  If you have used piloting 
material lately you will recognize the format as similar, and the printing also uses the 
coil binding which allows for the book to stay open and remain flat when needed.

To obtain copies for your team, please have the RC contact the Team’s Office, prefer-
ably by email (info@teamsofourlady.org) and include the number of copies needed, 
language(s) needed, and the mailing address of the person receiving it.  If your team 
conducts its meetings in one language, but you have people in the team who are more 
comfortable reading another language, please include the number of copies in each lan-
guage.  If a couple needs two languages that is fine, just let us know.  The material is 
paid for by the Annual Contribution, so there is no cost to you.

New!
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Tips for 
Teams

by Ted & Eileen Kosnik
Super Regional Couple

D
uring our continuing 
study of the Monthly 
Meeting we have dis-
cussed the meal through 

Deep Pooling in Part 1, the Endeavors 
in Part 2, and we will conclude with the 
Study Topic and Discussion session of 
the meeting in Part 3.

The decision about a study topic is 
always a difficult one.  In some teams 
each couple will come to a special 
meeting with a suggestion, in others 
one couple will be assigned to research 
the options.  Your team may have yet 
another method.  It may surprise you 
learn that it is easier in other countries!  
They simply use the material developed 
by the Movement.  This year we are 
encouraging teams to use the material 
developed by the ERI, called “Who Do 
They Say I Am?” (See details about this 
material on page 4). 

Whatever your choice regarding the 
topic, there is a reason that Teams has 
developed the method for its use!  Dur-
ing piloting you were instructed to read 
the material independently, and when 
your spouse had done the same, to set 
aside time to exchange answers and dis-
cuss them.  This was, and continues to 
be, sound advice!  

In most couples there is normally a 
“talker” and a “non-talker.”  By writing 
your answers you open your thoughts 
to your spouse without the verbal 
dominance.  By setting aside time to 
talk about your answers you will not be 
surprised by your spouse at the meeting, 
and you will deepen your knowledge of 
your partner.  

After the answers are shared among the 
spouses they need to be sent to the dis-
cussion leader!  Why?  For many of the 
same reasons listed above!  It avoids any 
unwelcome surprises during the meet-
ing and allows the discussion couple an 
opportunity to be prepared for the di-
rection of the discussion.  If a question 
of theology or church teaching arises, 
and your chaplain in not always present 
at the meeting, it allows for consulta-
tion before the meeting.  

It also allows the couples in the team to 
better know and understand each other 
as each will have a turn as discussion 
leader, and therefore read all the an-
swers prior to the meeting.  Often only 
a fraction of the answers are discussed 
during the meeting. The discussion 
leader will have the benefit of reading 
everything!

Written answers should be returned to 
each person prior to the beginning of 
the discussion period, and should not 
be read at the meeting.  It is often good 
to start this part of the meeting by ask-
ing a general question, such as:  did 
something in this chapter catch your 
attention?  Did you learn something 
new in this chapter?  Does anyone have 
something to share about this topic 
which was not covered by a question?

If you are discussion leader and feel 
that a teammate has a particularly good 
answer, which they have not chosen to 
share, you might invite the sharing of 
that answer, but never press for it to be 
shared.  We must respect the right to 
privacy!  It is also not the time to ask 
the spiritual counselor to preach.  As a 
member of the team he/she is encour-
aged to share on the topic, and present 
expertise if needed.   

The primary job of the discussion 
couple is to prevent one person from 
dominating the meeting, and encourag-
ing everyone to share.  When discussion 
is finished on one question move to the 
next.  If the discussion gets too long, 
suggest that the meeting be closed, and 
those wishing to stay and continue talk-
ing could do so.  That helps couples 
who have a baby sitter escape a hefty 
sitter tab because two people wanted to 

have a lengthy discussion.  This part of 
the meeting should last about an hour.

Each part of the meeting, the meal, 
prayer and study topic deserve to be 
treated as special.  No part of the meet-
ing should be sacrificed to the other un-
less a very rare emergency presents itself.

The essence of Catholic faith is com-
munity.  Loving groups gather to praise 
and thank the Lord … we are the do-
mestic church!•

The Team Meeting, Part III
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Our beloved friend, Jane Held, was called home to 
heaven on Saturday, August 13, 2005.  Fr. Michael 
McLoughlin gave the homily at her funeral and 

he began by telling a story.  The point of the story was that 
sometimes words fall short of fully conveying a message.  Fa-
ther felt that words were inadequate to describe Jane and the 
incredible, beautiful person 
she was, as well as the ef-
fect she had on so many 
people.  We feel the same 
way now, but truthfully, 
Fr. Michael did an excel-
lent job.  He simply used 
individual words that, once 
elaborated on, told the 
story of our friend, Jane.  
Here are a few:

Marriage :  Who can 
think of Jane without au-
tomatically thinking of 
Rich?  Those of us in War-
wick 1 can testify to the many times we have learned from 
them, and been inspired by their commitment to each other.  
When a new sector for TOOL was being created, Jane and 
Rich volunteered – before being asked - to take on the role 
of Sector Couple.  As busy as they were, they saw the benefit 
of belonging to Teams and wanted to go the extra mile for 
other couples.

Family:  One memory of Jane is seeing her family in Mass 
and a little one’s head resting on Jane’s arm.  Any stranger 
could tell that she and Rich had a beautiful, close family.  It 
was not unusual for us to ask Jane’s parenting advice; we so 
admired her as a mother.  Jane had a gentle way of looking at 
things and, even when parenting was difficult, always man-
aged to see things – and encourage us to see things – from 
the child’s point of view.  She also helped us to see positive 
aspects of situations that might otherwise be seen as only 
negative.

Faith:  Before getting sick, Jane was a pillar of faith - a quiet 
example of what it means to truly live a Christ-centered life.  
With all the suffering she then underwent, anyone would 
understand if her faith wavered, if she questioned her beliefs.  
But that did not happen.  She continued to pray, attend 
Mass, administer the Eucharist, and participate to the best 

of her ability in the life of 
the Church and our Team 
as though nothing would 
get in her way.

Life :  As Catholics, we be-
lieve in “the dignity of hu-
man life from conception 
to natural death.”  No one 
exemplified this belief bet-
ter than Jane.  In our par-
ish, one of the names most 
associated with the Right-
to-Life movement was Jane 
Held.  Each year she could 
be found on Route 211 in 

Middletown as part of the life chain.  She marched in Wash-
ington to protest Roe v. Wade.  She fought for the unborn 
because they couldn’t fight for themselves.   And these past 
two years, she fought for another life – for her own.  Her 
mother described the look of fight and determination in her 
eyes after one of the surgeries when Jane was in intensive care 
and couldn’t speak.  To the very end, Jane lived a life of dignity.

The list of words could go on.  But the one we’d like to close 
with is “legacy.”  Let us ask ourselves:  Is there one small 
part of Jane’s life that has touched me, can inspire me to do 
a little better?  Maybe, through you and me, even from heav-
en, Jane can continue to make a difference – for the unborn, 
a parent/child relationship, the Church, Teams of Our Lady, 
or a cancer patient.

Jane, until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of 
His hand. - Warwick 1

Jane Held, 1956 - 2005
Wife of Richard Held

Sector Couple of the Bi-State Sector, NE Region

I N  M E M O R Y
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June 14, 2005

Dear Eileen & Ted,

I wanted to take a minute this afternoon (on the sixth birthday of our eldest son) and share 
with you a quick story of how Teams of Our Lady has impacted the life of me, my wife Ellen 
and our three children.

About twelve years ago my wife Ellen approached me one Sunday after a Mass at which the 
two of you spoke. Ellen wanted me to attend an information night that you would be hosting 
the following week on the TOOL movement. Reluctantly, I have to say, I agreed. Being a happy 
set of Newlyweds interested in the success of our Sacramental marriage, the information you 
passed along that evening was compelling enough to agree to enter a Pilot Team. A month or 
so later we met as a prospective Team for the first time at your house in Booth, and the rest 
is history as they say.

Recently we were blessed with our third child Joseph Gabriel. One of the first tasks that 
we had even before he was born was to choose his 
Godparents.  After careful reflection we made our choice 
and the couple accepted our request. 

Not too long after making our decision something dawned 
on me that speaks highly of the Teams community. The 
prerequisite for the couple we were to select was that 
they be strong in their Catholic faith and we realized 
that five of the six Godparents were not only Catholic 
but also a part of TOOL.  Caroline Kosnik is our daughter 
Abby’s Godmother (her Godfather is a long time family 
friend who is also a devoted Christian in the Lutheran 
community);  Clara and Gene Theobald, members of our 
first team are James David’s Godparents, and Cindy 
and Jeff Haley, members of our current team are little 
Joseph’s Godparents.  We even wished we could have had 
our entire current team as Godparents, but maybe four 
sets of Godparents for one child would have been a little 
much.  Ellen and I often reflect on how blessed we are to have three beautiful and healthy 
children and a multitude of friends and family that support and care for our family.

We chose people outside of our traditional family in order to expose our children to additional 
examples of faith, but in all six cases we still consider them family! My point in all this is 
Ellen and I have come to know the Teams family as an extended family in every sense of the 
word. 

In today’s world it is often difficult to find new friendships where you have something as 
powerful as an active Catholic faith with an interest in building a strong marriage and family 
in common. I would say to any couple considering a life in Teams, look no further. Along with 
the Holy Spirit and a Catholic Parish, Teams can offer strength, identity, and guidance in 
every aspect of married and family life. 

I would like to close with thanking a few people. First, Jesus Christ for having brought Ellen 
and me together and the blessings He has rained down upon us. Secondly, I would like to 
thank my beautiful and selfless wife Ellen for asking me to attend that meeting. And last, 
but certainly not least, the two of you for having that meeting and being a special part of our 
lives. We continue to pray for you and the Teams movement.

With warm sincerity,

David Spence 

David Adams and Caroline Kosnik with Abby, Cindy 
and Jeff Haley with Joseph, and Clara and Gene Theo-
bald with James David.
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T eams is alive and well in Turlock California!  With an event as complex as 
our national gathering, was saw how it was absolutely necessary to draw 
on what we all have learned from our own base teams;  in sharing the 

load the burden is lifted and great things are accomplished.  The Turlock area Teams 
(and friends of the Teams!) worked together to make our conference a remarkable ex-
perience for everyone who attended.  Their gracious welcome to the Super Regional 

Team for our meeting followed by our Sector training days before the 
conference will always be remembered.  And if all that was not enough, 
in the midst of all the preparation for the conference, the parish had their 
own celebration for the Feast of St. John the Baptist! 

When reflecting on all this activity, and the success of the conference, 
St. Paul’s words were brought to mind: “We each have gifts that differ 
according to the favor bestowed on each of us….do not grow slack, but 
be fervent in spirit; he whom you serve is the Lord! Love one another 
with the affection of brothers, anticipate each other in showing respect.  
Rejoice, be patient, persevere in prayer. . .” (from Romans 12) 

Across the country, many areas are in need of leadership.  We ask each 
couple to pray for existing leadership, and for couples to respond to the 
call where leadership is needed.  We are blessed with a structure that 
shares the burden, a structure that allows each person’s gift to flourish.  
Our successful conference was possible because of that structure and the 

response to the call by many teams couples.  If you are considering a leadership role 
in your area, know that your efforts will be supported by the prayers and actions of 
those Teams couples around 
you.  We are Teams who work 
together to give praise and 
glory to God!  Together we 
share our journey to the Lord 
by deepening the spirituality 
of our marriage sacrament. 
Wishing you all the best in 
your Teams, your Sectors, 
and your Regions. God Bless 
you all and know you are in 
our prayers.

From Bob and Joyce Grinewich, Lake Erie and 
Metro Regional Couple...

Stories and sights 
from Turlock

Bob and Joyce Grinewich, left, install Jim and Anne Mc-
Kenna from Northport, NY (Long Island) as Sector Couple 
for North Suffolk.

Teams gather for opening mass at Our Lady of the Assump-
tion church in Turlock, California. Over 400 adults and 
100 children attended the conference.
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From Ed and Anne Franco, Midwest 
Regional Couple...

T urlock?  Why Turlock?  Why would anyone want 
to go to Turlock?  Where is it?  Common reactions 
when we told friends about our trip to California.  

San Francisco, it isn’t!  Nor LA, nor San Diego, but now Tur-
lock will always hold a special place in our hearts.

To experience a Teams gathering among the Portuguese teams 
in California is to experience a mini-international gather-
ing.  We were surrounded by older Portuguese couples more 
comfortable with Portuguese than English, younger local teams 
of Portuguese descent, comfortable in both languages, Spanish-
speaking teams, and, of course, English-speaking teams from all over the US.  The daily Masses included readings 
and singing in all three languages.  The parish community is bursting with couples in Teams!  For Ed the experi-
ence was very nostalgic, reminding him of the intimacy of the Italian community he grew up in upstate New York 

- everyone speaking Italian, the delicious aromas emanating 
from the homes in the neighborhood, the strong sense of 
community and a closeness to God.

Together we prayed, we sang, we shared stories, we listened, we 
questioned, we learned.  Fr. Manuel Sousa, pastor and Teams 
chaplain, exudes the true spirit of Teams.  We thank him for 
his dedication, inspiration and wonderful sense of humor.

We appreciated the beauty of our surroundings: groves of 
almond and walnut trees, endless expanse of cornfields, 
vineyards, huge dairy farms (with their pungent aromas!), 
the beauty of a magnificent new church which rises like a 
mirage in the middle of this agricultural wonderland.  We 
were overwhelmed by 

the kindness and generosity of the local teams who opened their hearts in wel-
come to provide us with excellent programs, meals, entertainment, music and 
friendship.  We cherish the memories of the daily Masses, the evening procession 
of Our Lady of Fatime and the rosary on the hill, the sharing in our mini-teams.  
The beautiful multi-colored fabric map of the United States showing the loca-
tion of our teams was created by the daughter of a Turlock team couple.  Banners 
were also made by Teams members representing each of the regions.  

We left Turlock refreshed, restored, rejuvenated.  Strangers had  become 
friends.  We gained a deeper appreciation for what Father Cafferel and those 
early couples were striving for as they developed the spirit and framework of 
Teams of Our Lady.  We came home energized to do our part to help spread 
the good news of Teams.

Thank you, Mary and Tony Salvador and your small army of helpers who 
made the Teams gathering a memorable experience and who put Turlock 
on the map for all of us who were there! “Obrigado”, “muchas gracias”, 
“thank you!”

Teams process with Our Lady of Fatima to evening rosary.

Zelia Freitas, center, with guitar, performs the song she wrote 
for the Conference with members of Young Adult Teams of Our 
Lady (YATOL).  Zelia planned all of the liturgical music.

Fr. Frances Chun of Oregon prays with the 
English-speaking teams in Turlock.
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“ Leaving on a jet plane.”  That’s what the subject line of my e-mail said that in-
formed family and friends that we would be out of town.  We are sure some of 
them said, “Again?”  Some responded and wished us a good trip and told us to 
have a great time.  My e-mail back: “We always do!”

However, we did not realize what going to the Teams of Our 
Lady Conference in Turlock, CA meant.  Did we know the 
friendliness of the Portuguese-American community?  How 
would we have known that we would be given three meals a day: 
home-cooked and served with love.  Could we envision that the 
team couples who were bright and vibrant each morning had been 
working in the kitchen until after midnight the night before? 

Who could forget the Knights of Columbus dressed in aprons 
serving us a delicious spaghetti dinner?  We had never met the 
pastor, Father Manuel Sousa, and could not have predicted that 

his parish would cancel every activity 
for the time that Teams of Our Lady 
were in town.  We had use of every part 
of the beautiful facilities.  The Church 
of Assumption was an inspiration just 
to be in.  Every detail of the church was 
carefully planned to give a faith experi-
ence just by its being.

The conference itself continued the awe and wonder.  Our first 
speaker was Christopher West who has written extensively on 
Pope John Paul’s Theology of the Body.  This Theology was 

taken from the Pope’s 129 general audience addresses between 1979 and 
1984 in an attempt to explain the divine mystery revealed in the human 
body. For those who have read Christopher West’s books or heard any of 
his tapes, they experienced a richer explanation of the study Christopher 
West has given out late Pope’s work.  As a first experience, Christopher West 
was a breath of fresh air, a steady compass and a source of informed faith.

Father Chun spoke of Marriage and Eucharist.  He was a speaker who 
loved props to illustrate his point.  Between the laughter and the symbol 
were solid ideas of marriage in sacrifice, self-giving and presence.

Msgr. Joseph Strickland spoke on Baptism and Eucharist.  “Some day I 
hope you get the chance to live like you are dying.”  It’s a little startling to 
hear but as Msgr. explained that is the message of Baptism.  It is our call 
in Christ. We need to be converted more deeply in Christ. He urged us 
strongly to treasure what we have in Teams and continue to share it.  There 
were prayer services, entertainment, a rosary procession.  The list goes on.  

There was only one Teams Conference in Turlock, California in the sum-
mer of 2005.  You have a chance to attend the next Teams of Our Lady 
Conference.  Pray about it.

From Diane Manuel, Lake Erie Region...

Keynote speaker Christopher West with a 
hand-painted conference banner.  The banner 
was painted by Marilia da Rosa, daughter of 
a Portuguese speaking team couple.  The logo 
was created by Saozinha Freitas, an artist and 
sister of Ana Nunes, Turlock 12.

Most Rev. Stephen E. Blair, bishop of the Stock-
ton diocese, addresses the teams.

Dancers in traditional Spanish Ameri-
can dress perform for teams.
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T he Teams National Conference — what a powerful and uplifting event in the life 
of Teams in the United States!  I was so grateful to have had the opportunity to at-
tend.  Instead of talking about the spirituality or the camaraderie from being at the 
Conference, I would like to reflect on how the Turlock Teams personified Hospi-

tality – one of our shared Teams membership responsibilities.

Hospitality is one of the gifts that each couple brings into 
Teams and we all have the chance to welcome our fellow 
Team-mates into our homes every time we host a meeting.  
The opportunity, though, to open our homes to Teams mem-
bers from outside our immediate Team family is much less fre-
quent.  Perhaps you have been in a Team that has been piloted 
by a couple who has traveled a great distance to be at the meet-
ing and you have offered to host them overnight.  (I should 
add a note here about the dedication of piloting couples.  We 
have the luxury in the Washington, D.C., area of not having 
to travel long distances for piloting, but there are couples who 
drive eight, ten, and more hours to pilot new Teams.  What an 

example of service for all 
of us!)  The joy and hard 
work of hosting the National Conference put the Turlock 
Teams in the unique position of playing host to the entire 
Teams movement in the United States and we felt welcomed 
and loved from the very start of the conference through to 
the last good-byes as we left on our journeys home.  For me, 
hospitality means opening your heart as well as your home 
and our Turlock Teams made us all feel very much “at home.”

Sharing food is a key part of hospitality and I would be re-
miss in not mentioning the care and pride that our hosts took 
in seeing that each of the meals was a feast.  The Turlock 

community put before us delicious Portuguese dishes and a wonderful Portuguese cornmeal-based bread.  
We also enjoyed some of the region’s local products, such as the cheeses from a local cheese factory.

Beyond the welcoming that we received from the host Teams, I had the particular joy of staying 
with one of the Teams couples and their family.  As my spouse, Jim, was unable to remain in Tur-
lock for the entire conference, I was invited into the home of Bert and Natalie Sanches, instead of 
remaining by myself in a hotel.  I was made to feel at once a member of the family and enjoyed our 
sharing on what being a part of Teams has meant to both of our marriages.  (And, if you are in the 
Turlock area, Natalie’s brother runs a delicatessen and makes the most delicious “carnitas,” a Mexi-
can meat dish.)

As I reflect in the future on the intent of “hospitality” as one of our Teams responsibilities, the 
Turlock Teams, especially Bert and Natalie, will be a warm memory and fond example of how we 
are all bound together in the larger Movement and the joy we each may have in opening homes 
and hearts in hospitable welcomes to all. 

From Ruth Wagner, Coastal Regional Couple...

Carlos Eduardo and Maria Heise, ERI couple from Brazil.

Young Adult Teams of Our Lady (YATOL) perform 
Portuguese folk dancing.
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Lourdes Gathering 
Application Information
It is a whole year away, yet we keep talking about it!  Why?  Well, when you plan a 
party for about 10,000 people, it takes a lot of time!  Hotels have to be blocked, 
speakers engaged, buses planned, and deposits made!  ERI does not want to pay for 
rooms booked and not used, so a real number is needed now.

We need to know who is planning on attending 
the Lourdes Gathering, and need to have 
applications sent to the TOOL Office 
with a deposit by October 15, 2005.  

Since we are doing all money 
transactions with Europe in euros, it will 
be necessary for us to collect money 
from those attending and wire it 
to the correct committee, as it is 
cheaper than every couple doing it 
themselves.  The cost per person for the hotel, meals and conference will be 380 
euros (about $475).  We will need a check for $75 per person with the application, 
and the balance paid by April 15, 2006.  Travel arrangements can be on your own, or 
with a group.   We are working on a group airfare, so we need to know if you are 
interested in traveling together from a central city or two.

If you have questions PLEASE call 903-535-7864 or email (info@teamsofourlady.org).  
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Is this a Pre-registration (registration of a couple from a team but exact names unknown)?

Or a definite Registration (personally named)?

Title: Mr & Mrs Father  Rev Mother

  Mr Monsignor  Sister

  Mrs Brother  Other

Are you: A couple A Widow  A Single Woman

  A Spiritual Counsellor A Widower  A Single Man

*Your name:

Marriage date:  His first name:

   Her first name:
Address:

Line 1

Line 2

Line 3

Country

Tel.    Mobile:

Email

 Handicap (you need a wheelchair)

 Lift (you cannot climb stairs)

 Under treatment (you need assistance and specialist medical attention - we will send you a dossier to complete)

Notes and Observations (please include here any useful extra information):

Amount due: dollars Deposit enclosed: dollars

Services (We need people who will offer their services to the assembly.  For a couple, both undertake the same service.  In the event of a favor-
able reply, you will be sent a supplementary questionnaire).

 1 - House coordinator (you will be responsible for welcome and animation in the hotels; details to be arranged with the hotel)

 2 - Welcome, Information, and Usher Service in the sanctuaries (inform and orient participants about information points, etc.)

 3 - Accompaniment of the Medically Sick (household service and for medical professionals, doctors, nurses, etc.)

 4 - Choir (both members of the couple to form part of the chorale)

 5 - Liturgy (assist in the organization of celebrations)

 6 - Preparation of bags, badges, and dossiers at Lourdes (during the days preceding the assembly)

 7 - Other

Tick only ONE box

Lourdes Gathering Application
September 16-21, 2006

Year of birth

(over please)

Fields with *: mandatory
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Languages: Him (from 1 to 3) Her (from 1 to 3) *For the team meeting

1 = School level  German  German German

2 = Fluent Speaker  English  English English

3 = Mother tongue  Spanish  Spanish Spanish

   French  French French

   Italian  Italian Italian

   Portuguese  Portuguese Portuguese

   Polish  Polish Polish

Team:

Year of entry into Teams:

Region (if known):

Sector:

Team:

Present position in the movement: tick one or more boxes

 EQ Team Member RE Team Leader ES Sector Team RR Regional Responsibility

 NE Non-member FL Liaison Couple RS Responsible for Sector RP Provincial Responsibility

 Other FI Informing Couple FP Pilot Team SR Super-Regional Responsibility

Priests, Deacons, Religious

Diocese/Institution:

Ministry:

Date of Ordination or Religious Profession:

Tick: Priest Deacon Brother Sister

Transport (Reminder: arrival date September 16 from 1:00 p.m. and before 7:00 p.m. dinner and departure date of September 21 at 2:00 p.m.)

 With END Separately (Tick one box from choice at left and one from section below if you already know your plans)

 Car Train Coach Plane Tarbes-Lourdes Plane Pau Other:

Departure from (if known):

Transport Code (leave blank):

VERY IMPORTANT...
Please indicate here which 
language you would accept 
to speak in the team meet-
ing (tick only ONE box).

Date:

Signature:
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The Detroit Sector has welcomed Cindy 
and Walt Romano as the new Sector Cou-
ple.  They will be installed during Sector 
Day on October 15th.  At the same time 
we thank Marie and Carl Weber for their 
excellent leadership as retiring SC.  There 
has been incredible growth in Teams in the 

Detroit area since they first arrived from an 
Indianapolis team about nine years ago.  

Very good news is that there are now enough 
teams in northern Ohio to form a new sec-
tor.  Currently it includes teams in Cleve-
land, Aurora and Toledo and is under the 
leadership of newly installed Sector Couple, 
Marcella and Richard Sevigny of Toledo. 

We will conduct a mini Sector Day on Sun-
day, October 9th for the many  teams in 
southern Ohio that make up the Hamilton 
Sector.  They have been without leadership 
for some time and we ask you to join us in 
prayers that within the year that will no 
longer be the case! 

For those other teams in our region which 
we have not been able to visit yet, we thank 
you for keeping in touch with us through 
reports, inquiries, e-mail.  We look forward 
to meeting all of you in the good weather 
months of 2006.  We look forward to work-
ing with you through your Responsible 
Couples, many newly selected this summer.

We ask your continued prayers for the 
spread of the Teams Movement in the US, 
as well as for all of us in leadership roles.  
We feel that Abbe Cafferel and the other 
founding couples of Teams of Our Lady must 
be smiling down on all of us who are trying 
to live our lives in the spirit of Teams.•

ing in Cleveland, Toledo and Granville, 
OH; Bloomington, IN; Petoskey and 
Detroit, MI.  We have had inquiries. inter-
est in starting teams in Dayton, north of 
Columbus -- those in Ohio: in Fort Wayne, 
IN; in Downer’s Grove, IL (near Chicago); 
in Ann Arbor and Dearborn, MI.  If any of 
you out there know of any couples in these 
areas who are interested in learning about 
Teams, please let us know.

This has been a time of change of leader-
ship.  In Petoskey, MI we recently installed 
Mick and Barb Stoddard as the new Sec-
tor Couple.  They attended the Training 
Session in Turlock, CA and returned to 
Michigan full of enthusiasm and determi-
nation to see Teams grow in the northern 
Michigan area.  We are truly grateful to 
Cathy and Erwin Doublestein who guided 
the Petoskey sector so well during the last 
three years.

Regional 
Reports

by Ed and Anne Franco

A little background history for all those 
interested!  The first team in our area was 
in Detroit in 1966, Detroit 1, which is still 
thriving with many of the original couples.  
Eventually we became a sector, then about 
10 years ago,  we became part of the Mid-
west Region.  

Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Ken-
tucky and Tennessee make up our region.  
There have been three Midwest Regional 
Couples:  Ann and Tim Faylor, Charlotte 
and Jim Westbrook, and currently us, Anne 
and Ed Franco, members of Detroit 1.

In our 18 months in office we have been 
enriched by our visits to teams in Illi-
nois, Ohio, and Michigan. We have seen 
growth in the formation of teams in pilot-

Lake Erie Region
by Diane Manuel
One of the topics of discussion during the recent TOOL Conference in Turlock, CA was 
the need for more people to step forward and share the work of teams.  Someone asked 
us why we agreed to be Sector Couple of the newly divided Lake Erie Region.  Really, 
the only answer is, “Why not?”  You can bet that my first mental response was the usual 
list of “we are too.... (busy, committed, afraid we aren’t right for the job).”  We each have 
our lists of excuses.

Joe and I are retired but active people.  Joe is teaching part-time, is president of a Senior 
Citizen group, is active in Master Gardeners for a start.  Believe me, the list is very long. 
I say this only to illustrate the point that retired people are busy too.  There are people 
who depend on him to be at a certain place, at a certain time, with certain materials.  It 
is very similar to his before-retirement life.  My list of activities is embarrassingly short 
compared to my husband.  However, the things I do require my time and energy.

TOOL is an important part of our lives now.  We are relatively new to Teams and it has 
made a major impact on our lives.  We did Mission, Cursillo, Marriage Encounter.  We 
tried them all.  They were sent to us to teach us at a time in our lives when we needed 
what they had to offer. Teams has effected the most change for me personally and in my 
relationship with Joe and others.  I think it is a well-kept secret.  

We are willing to do our part to keep the movement going and growing.  It becomes a 
priority thing.  Like cream the important things rise to the top of any list.  Nice to have 
a list like that.  Jokingly, I have said that we had better offer our time to serve in Teams 
while we are still young enough to be able to do it.  There may be more truth than jest 
in the statement.  None of us knows the future.   When we put things off until later, we 
find often that later does not come.  “Now is the acceptable time” 2 Corinthians 6:2. 
Now is the only time we have.  Yes, was the acceptable answer.

Midwest Region
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Request raffl e tickets by:

• e-mail (info@teamsofourlady.org), 
• phone 903-535-7864, or 
• mail TOOL, PO Box 4638, Tyler TX 75712

Color photos are available on the web site (http://
teamsofourlady.org/Quilt05.html) and snapshots are available if you 
would like to sell chances to friends.

Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.  Drawing is December 8, 2005 fol-
lowing the evening Mass.  Don’t delay!

Get your raffle 
tickets now for the 
Lourdes Scholarship 
Quilt!
Drawing is December 8, 2005


