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INTRODUQON

After Braslia, many of theSuper Regionslet the International Leathg Team ER) know of a
need to have available a study topic that cowsgrve both asa deep reflection o the
Gospel and the startingoint for the missiorto which we are all called

S a new chapter is opening in the story of each of us as an indiyigué in each couple
in Teamsas we becom@articipantsin thisdaring that the Word produces

The challenge was issued at arternational level. Straight away aPortugueseTeam
generously showed interest and engaged with th®wpic that was put to them.A

Community that demonstrates adimensionof serviceitself produces awvork of charity
towards others asBenedictXVItold us This work therefore appeareds theresult of the

disquiet of thiscommurnty gathered in the name oEhrist freely offering itswork which

thanks to itsrichnessand itsrelevance wasmmediatelyapproved by the ERlas Topic of
the Year

When we"discoverourselvesand allow ourselvego be invitede by Jesusve begina new
journeyto glorify theinheritancethat the Lordhas leftusand thatmakes the Way easier
his Word

A man and woman who love each othand who have become one flestnablethe world
to understand the mysterypf the Love ofChrist and of humanity, which is saved by this
Love

Throughout ouritinerary, Jesusasks of us an internapersonal transformation and
throughout the journey of each individudhe journey is completed stage by stagéearly
definedby each meeting

The covenanthe couplemakeswith Jesuds the guaranteethat true loveperseveresand
constitutesthe authentic responseof a true vocationi 2 D 2 RGdd ratifdds this choice
that we made by ourselvesvhich does not prevent it from beingiadeunder His gazeo
that we learn and teach the art of loving.

Thefirst obstacleto be overaome, as Popée-rartis tells us, is not to be afraid of showing
the tendernesghat each man has in his Hedd offer to his brother In every page of the
Gospelwe find Jesusaught up in serving and taking care of His brothers

Zacheaeusalso understoodS & dza Q ¢ 2 NR & R delNdsg/sabjedt Kd-oile kNo&S G A y 3
Nonethelesswhen this intimate conversation with Jesissover he paid four times more

to the people he haadheatedand gavehalf of his goods$o those who had the most need

Charity is creativeOnce called by Christ, each of us will discover his way of being of
service.

Welcoming and taking care of others is the secpndrity of the letter from Brasilia.



When the couple freely lives thBacament of Marriage they bearwitness to this choice
by fully acceptingheir history of love which is not exhausted in itselbecause they live it
and sharat with others.

[ SGQa &adGF NI T A NhvhereeFerythirigfis a doking Kelatbaghlifiors the S a
most fragileg children the sick problemswith a childg everything is a challeng® give
ourselves unconditionallyo participate daringly in thélistary of salvation

If the whole community is part of the people of GddS 1 Qa4 (G KSy oghe O2y O
fulfilment to our time

oMaster, what must | do to inherit eternal lifeg

Learning to feel withWS & lizdrtzan take time but learning to see all those who are
invisible in our society is an exercige shouldundertakewith the eyes of our heart.

We can succeeth organising our livesoarageously so as to have time for work and rest,
time for the family, time for silence and prayer, time to serve others.

Jesugold his disciples thain His time, the Kingdom of God was already on earth

We too do not need signs other than those thateady exist to prove that the hour has
comel!

The Lord is already among. e takes care of uend cures usinfailinglywith His Love

This topic:dDare to live the GospeWelcomingand taking care of mankind appears as a
challengeso thateachof us,eachcouple,each Teantearns tosee and to act with the eyes
of the heart in this age

{ 2 f S,0udr haddS in $h& Fands of Mario accomplish what He will tell us our
age

ToéandJosé Moua Soares

Respongile Couplefor the BRI



FORRWORD
DARE TO LIVE THE GOSPEL

WEL COMING AND TAKING CARE OF MANKIND

Daring to live the Gospel is going beyond what was fordseen
Daring to live the Gapel is embracing the unexpect3ed

In his Apostolic LettePorta FideBeredict XVl tells us thatéwe should rediscover a taste
for feeding on the Word of Gdfl And agai@ Teams of Our Lady want to help married
couples to live fully according to the Gas, with the mutual support of the members of a
Team and the strength of the whole Movemént

The challenge to DARE TO LIVE THE GOSPEL came from the gatheringMrSBdasilia
dareto live the Gospel being faithful to arithving in mind the condisncy of the faithBy
welcoming values and needs in so far as they can be assimélatelinked to the Founding
Charisn® (FatherCaffarelt speech atChantilly,May 1987.

So we thoughtwhat could be better than proposing that we basthe wholeoutline of the
Team meetingn the Word of Go@ In fact a recentlocumentfrom the ERIlinvites us to a
doctrine of the Team Meetingvhile being lased on three essential pillars

wreunited in the name o€hrist,the Team turns towards the Fatheéo welcome hs
love and his willéFor where two or three meet in my name, | am there among
themdé 02001 My Y
wunited to Christ the Team shareshe love of God through mutual assistance
WO NNB S| OK @@ERIHNNA 0 dzNRSY &
wimpelled by the Spiribf Christ,the Team sends its members into the wqrd
bear witnes to his love "The whole group of believers was united, heart and &oul
(Ads 432)
The call to couples for the yea013/2014 dDare to live the Gospelwvelcoming and taking
care of mankind?®, basedfirmly on the attitudes ofChrist, led us to preparea seriesof
eight topicswhosecommon threadis the text of the Gospel$o the text cheen for each
meetingis itscentre, both for its preparation and holding the meetingin truth, the whole
of life can be reflectedn the light of the GospéellSq the couple and theamily, a very
special environmentor the exercise of taking care of otheraust always be a subject of
reflection and studyin anintegratedand integral way

8 Hymnof the XI" International TeamdsGatheing, Brasilia

4Apostol'c LetterPorta Fideiitem 3.In (http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/)

® Guideof the Equipes NotreDame, Chatr V, Edition 2001

® ERLetter from Braslia (http://www.equipesnotre-dame.com/documents_privates/Orientations_FR.pdf)

"The Team MeetingeRI, 2010 (http://www.equipesotre-dame.com/documents_privates/Equipe_Satellite/RE_FR.pdf)
® ERLetter from Braslia, op. cit.

°This is why the image chosen for the cover givea dimension of the Christ which is essentainderstandhow he

took care of people



Therefore a Gospel texis proposed for each meeting in such a way as to support the topic
for the meetingand serve as the basis for the opening prayBEne sharing about the
endeavours comes nextindividual prayerconjugal prayer, thesit-down, the rule of lifeg

all starting from the same Gospel textaken as the source of inspiratio®imilarly we
proposethat the General Sharing should be prepared and carried out with reference to the
same GospeWe have prepared some suggestions for each of these parts of the meeting
that are intended for reflectionwhich, nonetheless can be developed or replaced by
othersselectedby team membersf they so choose

The topics for each meetingaturally, are focussed on the texts of the Gospel that have
been chosenby calling onTeam members to study the Gospel§he better to approach
these topicsand to support the following reflectignwe propose some questions
formulated on the basis of the texof the Gospel that has been chosdrowever, these
guestionsare onlysuggestionshat are open to personal adaptatioim addition to help in
the preparationof the topic and thereflection, some support textsare being put to you
Thecentral point is always the textf the Gospelthese texs are onlyreference pointghat
can helpus todeepenthe meaningof thesebiblical texts Seeing thaffeams of Our Lady
comprisecouplesfrom very differentculturesand from very varied countries arrégions
from across the whole worldrusting in the Holy Spiritye suggstthat team membersiot
restrict themselves to these texts for reflectiobut seek other alternative textso as to
enrichtheir reflection and theirmeeting In factthe whole development of topics is done
in an open waysuch that Team membenmnake the choices they comlgr best suited to
the circumstancesof the environmenthey fit into, to their own experience of lifdo their
traditions and culture. What isimportant is that the whole life ofTeamsshould be a
preciouspattern to supportfamilies andead themi Hdre to live the Gospelwelcoming
and caring formankindf, whether they are men or womermore or less close to the
Churchyounger or olderwhether they think like us or differentliyom us

That saidwe propo< that the Topic be developed throughoutedtyearand be focussed on
the invitation to discover and take care of oneseifsuch a way as to respond to the Lord
(1% meeting), to discover and accepothers (2" meeting, to respond as a couplé3™
meeting and as a family4™ and 5" meetingy, in the society that surrounds ug"
meeting), in the bosom of the Churcf7" meeting and fully integrated into the worlgg"
meeting). So we recallasBeredict XVlIsays that dis it the love ofChristthat fills our hearts
and impels uso evangelisé. Or the words ofope Frartis, during the homily for the Mass
inaugurating higontificate: éthe fact of carindor, of looking after someone elseequires
goodnessneeds to be lived withendernessw Xdénotesa strength of spiriand acapaciy
for attention, for compassionfor true openness to othersfor love We should not be
afraid of goodnessof tendernessi €

[ SG dza O dza S & a i NB I ¥hdhis tvarldwhish@ariyighy askd us @ M2 § 2
YR R2 TA{SéAaSE

° ERLetter from Brasilia op. cit.

'.F



1°' Meeting

DARE TO LIVE THE GOSPEL

Discovering ourselves and allowing ourselves to be invited

Introduction

Jesusnvites is to give meaning to our livee be free in our choiceso be hopeful today,

here and nownot just in an unknown futureto love. But above allHe asks hat we know
who we are what our personality iswhat our weaknesses and strengths avehat ou

viewpant is that makes us discover the world around ubkle invites us as we aras we
develop, to convert ugo dare to live the Gospglo follow Him Our principle in everything
weaNB YR | FFANY A a asthg Bligdmardaffirinaftdr beind. curedh & L €
knowing how to know oneseglasZacchaeusleclaredwhen he acceptedonversionlf we
know ourselvesif we know who we argthen we can accepthe invitation to hopeto be
free, to love

Listening to the WordLwke 19:1-10"
WS &rde&tiflg with Zacchaeus

! He enteredJerichoand was going through the towhand suddenly ananwhose name
was Zacchaeus made his appearance; he was one of the senior tax collectors and a wealthy
man.* He kept trying to see whichesuswvas, but he was too short and could not see him
for the crowd;” so he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to catch a glimp3esas
who was to pass that way.WhenJesuseached the spot he looked up and spoke to him,
'Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, because | am to stay at your house tbdag.he hurried
down and welcomed him joyfully’ They all complained when they saw what was
happening. 'He has gone to stay at a sinner's house," they &adt Zacchaeus stood his
ground and said to the Lord, 'Look, sir, | am going to give haffroperty to the poor, and

if | have cheated anybodywill pay him back four times the amount.’And Jesussaid to
him, 'Todaysalvationhas come to this house, because thiantoo is a son of Abrahani’

for the Son ofmanhas come to seek out and save what was lost.'

Slent time, prayer timebased on the Gospel

™ http://ww.catholic.org/


http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6300
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7463
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9670
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10395
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7463
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7463

Sharing andyeneral sharing

Zachaeusknew that he was shorand was not afraid to stand oudy climbing a treen
order to seeJesusThisattitude, which could simply have beesuriosity, was enough for
Jesugo talk to him

Jesustold him that he needed himmasked to stay in his house that dayZacchaeus
answered quickly and joyouslyhisregponseto a simple requestvas enough to convert
Zacht Sdza Qa sK2tS tATS

Sharing

- Are we ready to respond t@VS aidvz@afonsd |j dzA O1 f @ ¢ by NSBnin@ B Blithdza f &
and discussing with HitnPraying)

- Will we have the desire to know who Jesusig whathe may ask of us and give us?
(Gonjugal pragr andfamily praye).

- How do we share between husband and wafgr choices andlifficulties or our worries,
how do we help each othein order to overcome theseby allowing ourselves to be
invited? Ft-down).

- To what extent can the example of Zaceba inspire ugo introduce changesinto our
lives? (Rule of life).

General sharing

Eventsin our lives that can beseen in the light of the Gosp&lTo what extent does
%l OOK I S dza Qemthé& usISfdeedty stydificant everttsat we would like to té the
Team about?

Discussion o the Study Topic
Luke 191-10gives us an opportunitio reflect on three essentialimensions:

-Y% | O O Kattiideaofhumility, consausnessof hislimitations, spontaneity and capacity
to regpond with achangein his life

- WS &atiitude, looking at him not seeéng him as asenior tax collectobut as someone
who can have confidence in hjrvho is going to stay in his house

-the attitudeof & I f £  { KristrésticKtiSiswdpeejMdice exclusion.



Jesusand Zacchaeusg; SisterMercedes, 2006, Nog-Dame des Neiges, France

Final Prayef
Father,
| abandon myself into your hands; do with me what you will.
Whatever you may do, | thank you:
| am ready for all, | accept all.
Let only your will be done in me, anmdall your creatures.
I wish no more than this, O Lord.

Into your hands | commend my soul;
| offer it to you

with all the love of my heatrt,

for | love you, Lord,

and so need to give myself,

to surrender myself into your hands,
without reserve,

and withboundless confidence,

for you are my Father.

Charles de FouaH.

2 Charles @ Foucauldin http://viechretienne.catholique.org/prieres/atpere/574-priere-de-charlesde-foucauld

English text from
http://www.crossroadsinitiative.comibrary_article/212/Prayer_of _Abandonment__Charles_de_Foucauld.html


http://viechretienne.catholique.org/prieres/au-pere/574-priere-de-charles-de-foucauld

The following texts have been chosen as reading suggestitmbelp in
deepening our reflection

Learning to be spontaneous
Timothy Radcliffé&®

The point of Christianity, before anythimise, is to show that there is a point to our lives.

Our lives are pointed towards some ultimate end. Despite all the absurdity and suffering

we may endure, meaning has the last word. We may not now be able to tell the story of

our lives or of humanityhut our hope is that one day all that we have lived and been will

be found to have sense. But can we show anything of that ultimate meaning now? We
ended the first chapter with music as one of the most fundamental ways in which we try to
express that hopéor what is beyond the reach of our words. But are there other ways in

which we can make visible the end of the journey? In this and the next chapter, | will
suggest two ways in which the final purpose of our lives should break in now. We should
have a feedom and a happiness that would make no sense if God does not exist.

| KNRAGAFYAGE AYy@AGSa dza G2 | LISOdz Al NI FNBS
vitality. The end of the journey is thus made manifest now. Our hope is sustained by this
taste of the goal of the journey. And we may hope to find this same peculiar freedom and

joy among people of other faiths and none. We can make no exclusive claim to share
D2RQa tAFS y2450 .dzi S akKz2dzZ R 0SS I g1 NB
happiness which should swim against the expectations of our culture, and may look
positively eccentric. (p.28)

WXB8 WSadza A& GKS Ayy20Syid OAOGAYO® 1S Aa
hands. He has been betrayed and shortly he lvalhanded over. He stands beside us in

all our experiences of being unfree and victimized. But still he makes choices. His options
are extremely limited, but he chooses to gather his disciples for a last meal rather than flee
from Jerusalem.He chooseso cross over the Kidrofsic] valley and go to the Garden of
DSGKaASYIFyS G2 O2yFNRYy(l KAa SySyaSao | S A&

wX6 al N] 0(Sftfta dza GAYS YR F3lFLAY GKFG GKS
suffer and die. In embracing ginecessity Jesus is supremely free, because what he must
do expresses who he most deeply is.

OYUSNAY3A Ayid2 GKIFIG FTNBSR2YI GgKAOK Aa / KNRAa
the wrong idea of God. We must destroy the idol of God as a big awerfid person,

usually thought of as male, who bosses us around and tells us what we must do if he is to
like us. We must get rid of the God who opposes our freedom, and keeps us trapped in
AYFIEYGAES adzooYAdaairzyo { 2 Y byywdrshipsfatistalem a € A
idol. We must discover the God who is the source of freedom bubbling up wetigeore

of our being, and granting us existence in every moment. (p.45)

¥Radcliffe, Timothy 2008/hat is the Point of Being a ChristiaB@rns & Oated_ondon chap. 2.
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Go right into yourself
José Anténio Pagota

| tell you, and | repeat, théab believe in Goggou must search for Him in yourself.you do
not find Him in your heartyou must not search for Him elsewhegut what can welo?
We want to be in touch with Goout we do not know how to listeto him or even how to
speak to Him.

w XTéfind God you must not travel widelyfou need only stqplose your eye®nter into
your heartand listen to what isn yourself In this same place where you are at present,
God is there surrounding you and filling you with life.

You do absolutly nothing and yetyour heart beatsblood flows through youarteriesand
your lungs breathA mysterious power acts on yor being You donothingto live and yet
secondafter second you are in the process of receiving lde amarvellous gift How can
you say that you live alorraVho makes you live

We say oubf habitY | ath breathing Krreality, i K 0 Q& y.¥du ari Bopbreatiing A &
Breathing is taking place in youthout your realising how it happen®/hen a newborn
breathes for the firstime, he does not even know that the breathimgpaiatus exiss; his
lungs have never worked until thahoment. And yet breathing occurs and thairacle
begins

Unfortunately, this canhappento all of us we livein a completelyartificial way. We see
donly water€ and we do not discover the immensity Gbd who surrounds ussupports us

and keeps us alivéVe live without listening to the mystery of life in our selvéne day

you stop to listen to it, even in gentle and somewhatclumsy way, you willliscover that

you are not alone. Yowill feel full of God.w XY®u willtell me that it is not easy to stop
yourself. Thatyou live a very busy lif@ hat you are not accustomed to entering into your
heart5 2 y QU @ty Nl abd close your ey&ay nothingYou only have to be there
and listen peacefully. | think that what the English mathematician A. Whitehead said is
trueY & w Sstwhal dordgbne doesinhis2 f A (1 dZRS ¢ @

If you stop yourself and stay alone with yoursgtiu will be able tdisten to yourfears and
your mostintimate burningdesires Thequestionsthat are in you will come to the surface
Is what | feel serious®hy are things going badly with my husband or my wii&hat is
going to happen to our sé&Will | succeed in gattg that jols?

If you continuein silenceand in peacgthen you will hear deepequestions:What am |
doing with my lif® What am | busy looking f@What must | do in order to live more fully?
Why did | loseontactwith God, little by littlé? Why do | ndlet Him enter into my life?Do
not forget that silenceis the language of God Only a slight veil comes between your
demands, your fears your desiresand the lovingoresenceof God, a veil which can fait
any moment God is in yolu

“pagola, José Anténio 20@8er para quéAssafarge. Grafica de Coimbra 2, Publicacs, (IN. T.).
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2" Meeting
DARE TO LIVE THE GOSPEL

Discovering and taking care of others

Introduction

We are notalonein the world Jesuscalled the people of his tim&omeof them became
his belovedlisciplesbecausethey welcomedthe call in aspecialway, otherswent on with

their lives as alwaysbut they dared to live the Gospglhey followed the Good Newshey

becamea reference pointaccording to what the Acts tell pstill others surely more

numerous will only have dared to love others in tisdenceof their days

The ®od Samaritarwas called byompassionhe dared to hope that his actiooould be
rewarding for the other persaran unknown and he made of him his neighbourhe Good
Samaritardared to live the Gospel in hope, in freedom and with compassion

Listeningto the Word: Luke 1025-37*°

The Good Samaritan

%5 And now a lawyer stood up and, to test him, asked, ‘Master, what must | do to inherit
eternal life?%° He said to him, 'What is written in the Law? What is your reading of'it?"

He replied, "You must ke theLord your Godwith all your heart, with all your soul, with all

your strength, and with aylour mind, and yor neighbour as yourself® Jesus said to him,

'You have answered right, do this alifé is yours.””® But themanwas anxious to justify
himself and said to Jesus, 'And who is my neighbdfiia' answerJesussaid, 'Amanwas

once on his way dom from Jerusalento Jerichoand fell into the hands of bandits; they
stripped him, beat him and then made off, lagviim half dead®* Now apriesthappened

to be travelling down the same road, but when he saw the man, he passed by on the other
side.*? In the same way a Levite who came to the pkme him, and passed by on the other
side.® But a Samaritan traveller who came on him was moved with compassion when he
saw him.>* He went up to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them. He
then lifted him onto his own mount and tookrhto an inn and looked after hirft. Next

day, he took out two denarii and handed them to the innkeeper and said, "Look after him,
and on my way backwill makegoodany extra expense you hav&®'Which of these three,

do you think, proved himself a neighbour to thanwho fell into the bandits'dnds?®’ He
replied, 'The one who showed pity towards hidesussaid to him, 'Go, and do the same
yourself.'

Silent time prayer time reflectingon the Gospel

™5 http://ww.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=49&bible_chapter=10&submit=Go
12


http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
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http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7463
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7463
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http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9622
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5257
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7463
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus

Sharing and General Sharing

The Samiatan had preparedfor a long trip andfaced by the unexpected meetingith a
man who had fainteghe immediately found aegonse.

Compassionwas hisregponse.

Hope wadhis daring

Freedom was whatgnabled him tadiscoverand love his neighbour

Sharing

- Are we capablef rejecting our prejudices complete freedor® How can we request this
gift anddivest ourselveso listen to the Lord andespond to Hisepeated call@ Prayer).

- And our hop@ How do we nourish it in our relationship with God®dw dowe help each
other to strengthen it as a couple and as a famagainst despajrithe temptation to give
up? @onjugal prayer andamily praye).

- Does our love close in on each of?Us there room forcompassionis it capableof
focussing omthers? In what waydo we becomes | OK gk N Et-down).

- Are we open to the unexpect@dQ, contrariwise do we become unhappyhen the
unexpected changes ogians?Are we able to pagttention to aspectsof our life thatcan
make it become betteras well as th livesof those around ug Rule of life).

General sharing

In our lives, is there some special experience, however small it may be, of a meeting with
our neighbou®

Can we share songetail in daily life which helps us discoveand love our Bighbour?

Sharing on theStudy Topic

Luke 1025-37, provides uswith an opportunity to reflect on the importance of the
discovery of others so that we can truly love them

- The Good Samaritashared to becompassioate faced by the suffering of someone lalid
not know.

- Others passed hyhey looked at hinbut they did not see himbecause their prejudices
won.

- The Good Samaritan dared to be free to overcome the prejudices afabietyamongst
whom he lived

- Others looked at the spotlessness oéihclothesand disregardedhe bloody woundsof
the poor traveller

- The Good Samaritan madepe workdaily.

- Others left it to become lost in time

13



The Good Samaritanvan Gogh, 1890

Fnal Prayer

Prayer for the care of other$

Teach usLord,

to take care okachother.

To beattentive to individuals who are suffering
right beside us

whom werub shoulders withevery day

and whom we no longer sée

Give us a heart

that listens like yours

The following texts have been chosen as reading suggestitméelp in deepening our
reflection

Thecommunity of truth

Timothy Radcliffe’

Thomas believed that to see things as they are, we must be contemplative. Contemplation
is that quiet, still opening of the mind to what is before it: the word of God, agrera
plant. It is that calm presence to what is not oneself, resisting the temptation to take it

%8 julien, Secours catholique (Nordp http://www.prier.presse.fr/prieregprends-soinde-lui-08-10-20122157_136.php
YRadcliffe, Timothy 2008/hat is the Point of Being a Christia®@rns & Oated_ondon chap. 6.
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over, to won it or to use it. It means letting the other person be different from oneself,
NEFdzaAy3d (2 Ftoa2Nb GKSY Ayid2 2905 &y Sy Ko |-
YAYR 0SS &a0NBUGOKSR 2LISy> Syfl NAHSR o6& gKI(GQ &¢
a 2 dz Ay &az2vysS gleé Aa Fff atHen gkFhacs our beihgy R S NA
Contemplation is being nakedly and humbly present to the otff&mone Weil wrote that

WNBIf 3ISyAdza Aad y20KAy3d StasS odzi GKS &dzJlS
IK2dzZ3KGQ® OLIMHHD

The doctrine of Creation teaches us to see the world as created, which is to say as given.
Our eyes are opened to the pure gugtbusness of being. Nothing need exist. (p.126)

Healingrelationships
Albert Nolan'®

Above all it isby loving peopleghat Jesushealed them He loved each onand identified
fully with all. That is why he could sagin so far as you did this to onéd the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to @Mt 25, 4045; my translation).

In somecases that went as far as a true proximigndintimacy. We often representlesus
as a man on his owrln reality, all the factsshow him as somewe who was neither
removed nor distantliving in some kind of splendid isolatiddot only did he identify with
everyone he found on his pathe had several intimate friendships

Intimate friendship is not the rival of universal love for every human dpaimless it is
transformed in one way or anotheinto an exclusivefriendship WS a fded3hips were
never exclusiveBeing closer to some people than to otheisply has to do with human
limitations of time and spacelt is materially impossibleto constantly enjoyintimate
relationships with everyone Moreover, we always have someoints in comnon with
some people more than others

WS afded3hip had a very strong healing effent people who were close to himand
converselyas we shall segheir love for him was not without effect on him

Peter, Janesand John were clearly closer tdesughan the other apostles wereHe took
them up on the mountain to pragLuke 928)and at the timeof his agony in the gardeof
Gethsemaneit is these same feindswhom he wanted to have with hirfMark 1433). He
had an affectionate but stormy relationship wiBeter, which must have had a profoundly
healing and transformative influena the impetuoudisciple.

And then there werdVS &fdeadd in BethanyMartha, Mary and Lazaus. Each was close
to him in his or her own wayo X 6

Mary Magdalen loved Jesuswith a deep and unshakable lovBhe was not afraid to stand
at the foot of the cross with Mary, his mothewxhile practicallyall the otherdiscipleshad
fled (Mark 15:4Q Mat 27:55-56; John 19:25). She followed those who took dowwS & dza Q

®Nolan, Albert 2009 dzA GNB WS a.ddantréald2@2atig\:Ra@. R14B1.15.
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body from the cross to see where they would laghtark 15:47). Then when the Sabbath
was over at dawn shewas at the tomlkto embalm his bodyready tofacewhoever migh
try to prevent her It is she who discovered the empty torfliphn 20:1).w X 8

Above all Jesusnust have beernnfluenced by the love of his mother, Maryhe love of a
mother is not only special, it is irreplaceabW’S &liflzaves so free ofvounds breaks and
egoism and was saniquein his wayof being one with Gothat we can conclude that as a
child he had been loved unconditionally Mary and JosephFor him that was surely the
very firstmanifestationof the depthof the love hisabbaor divineparenthad for him

He saw him
Timothy Radcliffé&

The Good Samaritan sees the man lying by the road and has compassion. The priest and
the Levite do not really see him. They see a problem, someone who will destroy their ritual
purity perhaps, or who willglay their return home to their families.

Jesus is someone whose eyes are open. He sees Nathaniel under the fig tree, and that he is
a man without guile (John 1.48). He sees the despised tax collector Levi hidden in the
crowd, and sees a disciple (Mark2). He spots Zacchaeus up the sycamore tree and sees

a friend (Luke 19.5). He sees the widow putting into the treasury her little coins (Mark
12.42) and her vast generosity. The priest and the Levite see from the outside. They see
someone in terms of theiown preoccupations. Jesus sees from the inside. He sees the
goodness and hidden beauty of people. He sees thencraated by God, as gifts.

How do we learn to see with the eyes of Jesus and the Good Samaritan? This can take time.
When Jesus healed thean born blind (Mark 8.22ff), he needed two goes. After the first
attempt the man did not see people but trees walking. Sometimes | feel that is where | am
at!

A first step may be to see the person to whom you are married! When you fell in love, then
youd I SR AyG2 SIFIOK 20KSNDa SesSa ¢A0GK | R2NIF GA
goodness. How could she or he possibly love me! But after a few years of marriage, some
people stop looking too closely. We become a little blind. Perhaps we think thahowe k

them so well, that it is no longer necessary to look! And so we miss the signs of
unhappiness, the desire for tenderness, the unspoken word on their lips. And so when
suddenly someone leaves a marriage, the other person is often surprised. They aever s

the crisis coming because they had stopped looking!

Fear can make us blind. We are afraid to see that we do not matter so much. Jealousy
made Othello blind, and so he could no longer see his wife and her love for him. Guilt may
make us unable to lookhe other person in the eyes.

19 Timothy Radcliffe 2012alkat the X{" International Teams&athering Brasilia, 23uly 2012
http://www.brasilia2012.com.br/ens/indesxen.php?page=detalhegia-a-dia&id=24
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Seeing is not a matter of looking intensely, placing them under a microscope. We may see
best when we look out of the corner of the eye, and glimpse their utter humanity. Look at
them when they are asleep and all their defenees down. In India it is said that when we

at SSLI 2dzNJ FIFOS wia (GKS FTNASYR 2F (KS g2NI
between love and truth. Your gaze is only truthful if it is loving, and only really loving if it
attends to the truth of theother person. When did you last really see your husband or

wife?

The big concern that many of you have expressed is how to reach out to people in broken
or uncommitted relationships. Do not look at them as a problem to be solved! For example,
this young ouple who are cohabiting must get married! This divorced and remarried
couple must get an annulment. We must fix it! Jesus is not a problem solver.

.STF2NB 4SS KI@S FyelKAy3a G2 arezr ¢S Ydzad as
situation is not he ideal proposed by the Church. We must not look at them as failures but

as on the journey to the fullness of love, just like us. We must not be like the man who was
asked the way to Dublin. He said that if he wanted to go to Dublin he would not stait her

But wherever people are, whatever the mess and the wounds, they are able to begin again

the journey towards God.

The biggest challenge is to see people whom we think of as enemies. During the revolution

in Nicaragua, an American Dominican helped a gogroup of Nicaraguans to enact the
parable of the Good Samaritans during Mass. They showed how a young Nicaraguan was
beaten up and left half dead by the road. A Dominican friar went by and ignored him. Then

a delegate of the word passed by as well. AKBty 2y S 2F GKS SySvyeésx |
wearing a military uniform. He stopped, put a rosary around the neck of the Nicaraguan,
gave him water and carried him to the next village. At this point, half of the congregation
began to shout and protest. It wasnacceptable that a contra could do this. They are
GSNNRAOGES LIS2LX Sd W2 S KI @GS y20KAY3I (2 R2 GAl
people began to discuss what the parable meant. Because they had been shocked, they
came to understand it more degp Do we register how shocking is this parable?

Finally we must learn to see the poor, who are often invisible in our society. Celebrities are
visible everywhere. Everyone looks at the rich. Just before the parable of the Good
Samaritan, Jesus turns t6tS RA & OA LS S& |yR &aleaz WwW.fSaasSR
aSSQ omMmndHoUvPd® ¢KS SeSa 2F GKS alAyida ass i
in her honour in Rome. It was filled with important dignitaries, ambassadors and Cardinals.

At the door she stopped to talk to a beggar. On and on they talked. Finally someone came
YR &l ARTZ Waz2ziKSNE GKSANI SEOSttSyoasSa | NB
asSS GKFG L FY GFE1Ay3a G2 [/ KNRAGKQ

3
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3" Meeting
DARE TO LIVE THE GOSPEL

Accepting the invitation to live the Gospel as a couple

Introduction

In the marriage feast at Canlae Gospel invites us to go and meet the sole true love of our
lives.Mary is presentin an intercessory and mediating roldhe one who knows how to
understand the eeds of the brothersand therefore lets her Son know that something
essential to the feast is missingt the same time that She lets us see Her confidence in
Jesuswhichsuggests to us that web should have this confidence.

The presenceof Jesudn the life of the couple is theguaranteethat what is essentialwill

never be lackingnd that evenduring conjugaldifficulties, He is always there to help us to

find asolution. God in all his creativeapaciy, 8 § NBy 3G KSy a GKS af® dzLJ S ¢
each day can be full of joy and happiness

The presenceof Mary at a wedding celebration can be seen as a sigof Her [sic]
involvement in our married lives and amvitationi 2 & RIFNB (2 f A@S. 6KS D

The symbolismof the transformation of the water into wine suggeststhe need of
transformationdemanded bymakingaO 2 dzLJt S é @

Listening to the Wordohn 21-12%°

The Wedding Feast aana

! On the third day there was a wedding@anan Galilee. The mother dlesusvas there,

% and Jesusand his disciples had also been invitédnd they ran out of wine, since the
wine provided for the feast had all been used, and the mothede$ussaid to him, "They
have no wine.* Jesus said, 'Woman, what do you want from me? My hour has not come
yet.' ° His mother said to the sermés, 'Do whatever he tells yolf'There were six stone
water jars standing there, meant for the ablutions that are customary among the Jews:
each could hold twenty or thirty galloné.Jesus said to the servants, 'Fill the jars with
water,' and they filled them to the brim 2 Then he said to them, 'Draw some out now and
take it to the president of the feast" They did this; the president tasted the water, and it
had turned into wine. Having nideawhere it came from- though the servants who had
drawn the water knew-- the president of the feast called the bridegrooffand said,
'‘Everyone servegoodwine first andthe worse wine when the guests are well wined; but
you have kept the best wine till now* This was the first of Jesus' signs: it wa€ahain
Galilee. He revealed his glory, and Hisciples believed in hirff. After this he went down

to Capernaum with his mother and his brothers and his disciples, but they stayed there
only a few days.

http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=50&bible_chapter=2&submit=Go
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Silent time, prayer time reflectingpon the Gospel

Sharing and General Sharing

The impressiomf the wedding feast thagémerges fronthis Gospel of John is anvitation
to the joy of the coupl@nd aninvitationto trustJesus¥ 2 f f 2 6 Ay 3 al NBEQa SEI

Above all, Mary reminds us of the wine that is lacking in @anjugalrelationship and in
our family.

Sharing

- Do we place our trust in Jesus amal e listen to what he tells ®&sDo we do what Mary
adzZaasSada (2 dzayY ?2PR@). gKIFIG KS (Sftfa &2dz

- Do we recognise that living the life of a couple i@rae Y A NI @vha$sigKificance do

we gve to the role of God in this daify Y A NJ @#jugal pikayedand family praye).

-LA GKS agAySéE 27F f Zedthe of gua IfeRIS R liked tBeOWindzdfS 2 T
understandinghat demands of usa differentattention for the other party St-down).

- Could Mary be drawing ouattention, above all i 2 (i Ke that & lackingin our
conjugalrelationship with regard to ourfamily, with regard to all those around @gRule of
life).

General sharing

GEventg r étories from our recent lifeg A G K aA 3y a 2 TFinePRS {2P5¢2 P
otherwiseg signs of itsabsencehat we would like to share with the Team

Sharing on the Study Topic
John, 2:112

Jesusand Mary wanted to take part in the wedding feadt is there thatJesusegan his
public life with amiracle,revealing Himselfollowinga | NB Q& 62 NRa&Y aR2 ¢KI

- At Canaa I NBefsiivity saw what the wedding couple needetesugprovided for their
needsand theservantsobeyed

- The wine of theransformationwas ofbetter quality than the earlier wineand it carried
the imprint of WS aad#®dr

- The wedding couplénvited Jesusand His Mother to the feasand the transformation
took place
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Wedding feast aCanac Julius Schnomwon Carolsfeld, 1820

Hnal prayer®

Mary, attentive woman atCana,help us to be people whose eyes are open
andwhose hands are available

There are so many of us who get drunk on the bad wine of false happlness
so doing we distance ourselves from Godnd our neighboursas well as
from nature, while destroying it

We need the wine of jgyof a life that haglelicious, beautifumeaning

Mary, give usWS & wlirie.®May Hemultiply our love despite our rigid and
flawed wine vatsMay Hetransformour routine existencesnto existencesof
guality, ourindifferenceinto anunconditianal faith

Mary, we want to drink and sharthe wine ofJesus

Amen

The following texts have been chosen as reading suggestions, to help in
deepening our reflection

From the ERI letter of Septemler 2012

Ou greatest daringwill be living our conjugal relationship always impelled by love and
abnegationt which must be a witness to the life of the couple and of the family.

In Chantilly,FatherCaffarel affirned in this regard dThereis nolove withoutabnegation,
and any abnegation that is nat loving abnegatioms an abnegationthat cannot be carried

2 http://www.slideshare.net/AfonsoMurad/mariasnasbodasde-cane-na-cruz
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throughe, because only a love that is full of abnegation and faithful is tieatherCaffarel
went on to say dConjugal lifebrings with it very great rthesas well as very great
RSYI yRa¢

Openingtalk Xkl K LY G SNY I GA2Y,Brasilid S YAaQ aSSOAy3
Timothy Radcliffe

w MBeach stage of your married life, you will discover new aspects of who you are, and

who the person whom you marrie. When one of yodaces sickness, then once again,

@2dz FNB 020K OKFIYy3ISRd® LT GKS 20G§KSNJ LISNERZ2Y
new discovery to be made. To be married is to promise to carry on the voyage of discovery,
being surprised by yourself and the othperson. Martin Buber, the Jewish philosopher,

GFrft 1SR 2F GNHzS FNASYRAKALI a WwWl2te& LyaSOdzN
walk to Jericho. You promise to let the other person go on being a surprise. After a while

the temptation may be to thinkhat you have got the other person worked out. You have

heard every story of their childhood, you can anticipate their jokes, you know what they

will order in the restaurant, and what they will forget to pack on holiday. But you promise

to let them surpriseyou. You promise to be surprised by yourselfl So any true love invites

us to let go of final selflefinition. | do not know in advance who is the person to whom |

must become a neighbour. Part of our Christian witness is not to worry who we are. When
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was in prison, he was haunted by questions of his own identity. Finally

KS fSIFINYySR 2dzad G2 €SI @S Al Ay D2RQA Kl yRAd

WX8 CANBRG 2F FfftxX €SG dza t221 G FTARStAGEOD
does not matter that tle disciples will not be faithful to him; he will always be faithful to

dza® LF t20S Aa (GKS fAFS 2F D2R>X (0KSy f2@S

FIAOKTdzA € 20S 0SOFdzaS A0 Aa WF2NI oSGGnSNI | yF
KSIf KX dzydAf RSFGK R2 dza LI NIQ® !'yR S 06S
body to someone else is that you are given forever. Is this a remote and impossible ideal?

wXB8 {0 ¢K2YlI & !ljdAyla gNRGS (KAUYI RMHG A yY2@ISPO G
of loving knows when to be one and when to be two, when to be close and when to give
space. Sometimes | may want intimacy, but the other person needs to breath. Or maybe, |
want to be alone, but | see that the other person is londimrga hug. True love is in being

open to what the other needs in that moment. Sometimes teenagers going through a
RAFTFAOMzZ & GAYS R2 y20 1y26 o¢6KIG GKSe& glydo
l'YR AT @&2dz R23X GKSe& dhingis rightlAdd lovibgZher wilbmeén2 @ S a
enduring that difficult time of confusion!

OX8 [SG YS jdz2GS YeaStFy WeKS [Fad { dzLLISNJ
ethics is the renunciation of violence. We seek mutuality and equality. When smme
desires the body of another person, then that desire should not be rapacious, seeking to
take possession of the body, as if it were a piece of meat to be devoured. We must learn to
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desire ina way that delights in the other, that treasures their vulability, that takes

pleasure in their very existence. We must delight in another as God delights in us, tenderly

and without dominion. In so far as there is a taking possession, then it is to be mutual. As St

t dzf &l ARZ WC2NJ K Sows hodydut Re Hoisbang dbés; likétlzse$he 2 @S N
husband does not rule over his own body, bit$ A FS R2 S a dnd @ L6 n/O2XNIALY
are to reach out to people in the world of wounded relationships, then we must dare to

face up toany violence in ouown marriages, whether hurtful words, contempt, or even
violence in our sexuality. Then we shall be able, like the risen Lord, to say to other people
g2dzy RSR LIS2LJ S Wt SIFOS 06S 6A0GK &2dzpQ

The good news ofarriage
FatherLouis de Rayndt,

Marriage,an adion by Christ

The sacament of marriage unitestwo souls two lives but a third comes into playChrist
marries the husband and wife and they serve hamministers It is not only on the day of
the celebrationof their marriagethat Christgives to thecouple his loving gracebut also
throughout their liveswhere oChristwill not only benear them but in themé. Father
Caffarelspeaksof the sacement of marriage as a permanentsource of grace for the
couple as long as theiconugal union lasts

Marriage is a source of gracghenit is concluded andemainsa source of gracetheir
union,their continuingsocietyneverceaseto be their own title to the grace of the Lord for
the couplewhich God uset® sanctify, spiritualise diviniseeach oneas well as tocomplete
their love and theiunity.

FatherCaffareldescribes some of the lovingagres that Christ incessantly bestows on the
heartof the Christian familyhealing andourification, transfiguration,rilitfulness

A firstgraceis a graceof healing and of purificationthe figure of Christis here that of the
vigilantGood Samaritarwho picks upand cares for the man whose love has been injured

He comes to heal spiritual illness and ego@stwell as carnal fevet K NR& & (i t@a&ghesd NI O S
the coupleto open themselves and give themselves

A secondgrace given byChristis that of transfigurationthe mysteryof Christlived by the
coupleis also the paschal mysteo§ death andresurrection The husband and wife serve a
daily apprenticeship witim the family of a love that is often laborious and crucified: by the
grace of Christ they learn not only to maintain their love bit also to surpass themselves.
This mystery of daily deaths and resurrectioleads towards the final deathrand
resurrection

A third gracereceived by the familis a grace ofruitfulness conjugalove that is imabited
by Christgives a newdimensionto human fruitfulness This new valués givingchildren to

2 Raynal, Pere Louis de 20118 bonne Nouvelle du Mariagd_e Péere Caffarel, prophéte pour notre teripgon.
[ OSOKSt t S8RS WF0206Y yp
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God by bringing their children to théaptismal font, and by takimg care to cultivate in
them the grace of baptism. In this way Christian married couples are ablgive a depth of
meaning to reproduction and to educatipasFatherCaffarelsaid

Collaboratorswith God and caedeemerswith Christ, parentshave the jobnot only of
awakening in their child a sense of Gbdt of being a model for hirittle by little in the
likenesf his divine Brothey cultivating the gracesof his baptismThe graceof marriage
gives them the heart of Gothe hands of Ggdso thatfrom day to day they can fashion
this masterpiecea child like His Child

Thesacament of marriageis a grace from Christ.With the sacement asa signof grace, so
FIN 6S KI @S @ASHSR.. @A yoKI (F NRAY (DK2SR Q%A (adx RISk
viewpoint?
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4™ Meeting
DARE TO LIVE THE GOSPEL

Being a family and taking care of it

Introduction

The feast of the Holffamilyshows us Jesus, alreadytatelve years of aggoing up to the
Temple with his parents on theccasionof the Feast of the Passav@. ke 241-52). In
Israe| an adolescentof twelve was declaredd 6 4 NXi & $oh &f the layy and He was
consiceredexpertin Law able toproclaimIt andprovide commentary on it in th&éemple.

Thi is what Jesus didthen discussing and exchanging ideath the Doctors of the Law.
The textshows usnot only an exceptionally giftedyouth challenginghis Masters by asking
them questions but above all that Jesus had chosen a course i Dedyou not know that
L Ydzad o6S Ay YiewascladtKaSHistadentddidl deé udderstand HimBut
they respected HimFor his partHe went down with them then and came Nazarethand
lived under their authority

The text alerts us tohe difficulty parentshave in understanding their childreand at the
same time the necessity of respecting them.

Listening to the WordLuke 241-52°°

Jesusamong theDoctors

“1 Every year hiparentsused to go taJerusalenfor the feast of the Passovel> When he

was twelve years old, they went up for the feast as ustiaWhen the days of the feast
were over al they set off home, the boyesusstayed behind inJerusalemwithout his
parentsknowing it.** They assumed he was somewhere in the party, and it was only after
a day's journey that they went to look for him among their relations and acquaintafttes.
When they failed to find him they went back derusalemooking for him everywhere'® It
happened that, three days later, they found him in the Temple, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them, and asking them questiori; and all those who hed him were
astounded at his intelligence and his repli&sThey were overcome when they saw him,
and his mother said to him, 'My child, why have you done this to us? See how worried your
father and | have been, looking for yoff'He replied, "Why wergou looking for me? Did

you not know that | must be in my Father's hous€But they did not understand what he
meant. °* He went down with them then and came tdazarethand lived uder their
authority. His mother stored up all these things in her heaftAnd Jesusincreased in
wisdom, in stature, and in favour witBodand with people.

Silent time, prayer time reflectingpon the Gospel

2 http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=49&bible_chapter=2&submit=Go
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Sharing and General Sharing

God, who came into the world in the bosom of a fagslyows that thignstitution is a sure
way to meet him and recognise hijust as it is a constarncall to work for the unity of all
around love.6 Xn0love we share equally in sufferings and joysecause we all feel
protected by theaffection that reigns in the householdrom the simple fat of being

members of the same famify

Sharing

- Has eah of us becomeconsaous of thepresenceof God in the dailybuilding of our
conjugal lif& Prayer).

- How do we live the gracef God in the bosom of theamily? (Gonjugal prayemand family
prayer).

- How do wehelp each other and as &amily in the fa@ of the difficulties that appear

before us each day, in imitation dflary and Josephduring those three dayef anguishat
having lost their chil@d @t-down).

-1 F 0 SNI ( /&y aiduésepboeaR witness to their respect for freedom arleir
confidencein their son- What must we changen order to follow their exampl@ Rule of
life).

General sharing

What sufferings and joys that we have lived in our famatyuld we like to sharewith
members of our Tean?

Sharing on the studydpic

It is in thistext from Luke (241-52)that for the first timeJesusaffirms that he is the Son of
Godeven though he was born into and lived in a human fanNiynetheless He accepts his
condition of being a maand humbly follows hiparents.

We can imagindow surprsed hisparentswere on beingconfronted with the affirmation
of Hislife choice Naturlly they did not understand Hirantirely but they respected Him.

Alwaysalert, Mary stored up all these things in her heart

#Benedict XVI, ANGELYS; A y (i t § (1SBinNEYy27 Qetied#2008. 5
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Jesusamong the doctes ¢ Ingres, 1862

FHnal Prayer

Prayer for the family

Lord Jesusyou restored the family, re-eqablishing unity, living at Nazareth
with Mary, Your motherand JosephYour adoptive father Keep everything
that could threaten our families at a distance.

Help us to promote thehealth, union, generous love, permanent fidelity,
perseveranceand above all Yoyresencejn the midst of families

Amen

The following texts have been chosen as reading suggestions, to help in
deepening our reflection

WS Aot od

Joseph Ratzirgy®

Epilogue

OX[6S 1 Qa O2WS apde&rn®®.TheTogah preschiedthat for the threegreatfeasts;
the PassoverShavuot(Penteost) and Sukkot¢ every Jewshould present himselin the

Temple (cf. Ex 23:184, 23 sgDeut 1:16 sq.).Thequestionas toknowingwhetherwomen
were also obligedo makethis pilgrimagewasdiscissedbetweenthe schools oShammai

% Joseph RatzingerBenedict XM QS y T I y Ofp. IRA76WS a dza

26



and Hillel. For boys, theobligationcame into forcefrom the end of their thirteenth year of

life. Even soit was prescrbed thatlittle by little adolescentdittle shouldget usedto the
commandmentsand the pilgrimagédielped do thisrom the age of twelveSo the fact that

Mary and Jesusparticipated in thepilgrimage shows once agaithe devoutnesof WS & dza Q
family.

In the course of theaturn journey something unexpected occurredesusR2 Say Qi f S|
with the others he stays inlerusalem.Hisparentsdo not realise this until the end of the

first day returning from the pilgrimagePlainlyit was completely normafor them to
supposethat he was somewherén the big group To describe the latter Lukases the

word synodia cdtravellingcommurityé T atechnical termfor a caravanAccordingto our

view of the Holy Familywhich isperhaps too pettywe find thisastonishingHowever this

shows us thatin a very beautiful wayin the Holy Familyfreedom and obediece were
reconciled with each otherThe twelve year old child could freely decide to stay with the
young people of his agend with his friends in order to travel in their comparHowever,

his parents were expecting him in the evening.

The fact that he was nottheng 2 £ 2y ASNJ KIFa yedKAy3a (G2 R2
but evidentlytakes us to another levelo the special mission of the So&o begin days full

of anguishand worry for his parentsThe evangelistells us that it is only threeayslater

that they find Jesuagain in the Templewhere he was seated among the doctorhile He
listened to them and questioned thefof. luke 246).

Familiaris Consortity

John Paul I

6. The situation in which the family finds itself presents positive and negative aspects: the
first are a sign of the salvation of Christ operating in the world; the second, a sign of the
refusal that man gives to the love of God.

On the one handin fact, there is a more lively awareness of personal freedom and greater
attention to the quality of interpersonal relationships in marriage, to promoting the dignity
of women, to responsible procreation, to the education of children. There is also an
awareness of the need for the development of interfamily relationships, for reciprocal
spiritual and material assistance, the rediscovery of the ecclesial mission proper to the
family and its responsibility for the building of a more just society. On tierohand,
however, signs are not lacking of a disturbing degradation of some fundamental values: a
mistaken theoretical and practical concept of the independence of the spouses in relation
to each other; serious misconceptions regarding the relationshiguthority between
parents and children; the concrete difficulties that the family itself experiences in the

2 http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/phn_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf jip_exh_19811122 familiars

consortio_en.html
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transmission of values; the growing number of divorces; the scourge of abortion; the ever
more frequent recourse to sterilization; the appearandeadruly contraceptive mentality.

At the root of these negative phenomena there frequently lies a corruption of the idea and
the experience of freedom, conceived not as a capacity for realizing the truth of God's plan
for marriage and the family, but asi@utonomous power of selffirmation, often against
others, for one's own selfish wedleing.

Worthy of our attention also is the fact that, in the countries of thecatled Third World,
families often lack both the means necessary for survival, sadbal, work, housing and
medicine, and the most elementary freedoms. In the richer countries, on the contrary,
excessive prosperity and the consumer mentality, paradoxically joined to a certain anguish
and uncertainty about the future, deprive married quas of the generosity and courage
needed for raising up new human life: thus life is often perceived not as a blessing, but as a
danger from which to defend oneself.

The historical situation in which the family lives therefore appears as an interplayhof |
and darkness.

This shows that history is not simply a fixed progression towards what is better, but rather
an event of freedom, and even a struggle between freedoms that are in mutual conflict,
that is, according to the weknown expression of St. ustine, a conflict between two
loves: the love of God to the point of disregarding self, and the love of self to the point of
disregarding God(16)

It follows that only an education for love rooted in faith can lead to the capacity of
interpreting "the $gns of the times," which are the historical expression of this twofold
love

Marriage, This GreaSacament
Henri Caffared
Imageand mystery

What he is on the right of the Fathdre istoo in the midst of his great Churchndsohe is
justasmuchnK A & & f A (ithefadilyiOudiziNGD Kissacement.

But his priestly office of mediatais not restricted tointercession.All the joys all the

sufferings of the familygand God knows how many of these there are, both light and heavy

in a lifetimd), the work and pleasurghe people and thepossessionsall these things that

I NS (GKS &adzoadlyoOoS FyR tAFS 2F GKS Tlavdif ez |
offers all of this to his Fathemtimately united to hissacrifice.But alsg in the opposite

direction, turning this time to the familyhe offers it the richeghat he draws fromthe

1 Q! yy Sk te MafageNGe Grand Sacrem@fméro spécial 112112 , Maic Ao(t 1963: pp. 203224,
28



bosom of the Fatherearthly goods and supernatural gog@wverything that is necessary to
growth, to the familyQ & KdzYl y I Yy R athdfs Ndinéssz\ntl nobirfifrégReYitly y 3

KS gAft LIaa 2y G2 0,KBoudhindt vithaut invikhg it teCtbird t S NI &
the sacament of penance

What joy, what comfortwhat securityfor family membersif they understand that they
are not alone do not struggle alongdo not pray alone but that Christtheir priest
struggles and prays with them in their home

w XV@ell beyond the husband and wijfie is the whole family thathe Christpriestwants to
belong ta He makes the whole family into a pstty @mmunity in which with which and
through whichhe meango adore offer himself to and praise the Fathek commurity to
which he belongs just as mutt intercede in favour of all the inhabitants of the buildjng
of all the families in the streeand in the town and even beyond the visible horizon, of all
mankind
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5% Meeting

DARE TO LIVE THE GOSPEL

Living as afamily - always

Introduction

Living as damily presupposs making permanent choicess is shown in theepisode
between Martha and Mary whom Jesusnakes becomeonscous of what isessental, as

regards oumptions. Thispresupposedaithfulnessto God in the persomf Jesusand, in the

case of the familyfaithfulness to theplan they have in prospecWithin the context of

constant change and unpredictabilityf the family is to stayndored, it is obliged to make
choices that are not always s&¥ident

In Luke the primordial objective is thepresenceof Christin this house which makes
household tasksecondary

T. RadcliffeTak on 22 Jly 2012, Brasilia) referring to faithfitess contends thatiAt the

Last Supper. Jesus gave his body to us forever. It does not matter that the disciples will not

be faithful to him; he will always be faithful to us. If love is the life of Gloeln tove must

0S SOSNYyFfd® alNNAIFIS Aa | alFONYYSyd 2F D21
worse, for richer and for poorer, in sickness an&i§ I f § KX dzy G Af RSI (K R2

It is thispresenceof Jesusin familiesthat enables thefamily to be faithful to itsmissionas
a solid witnessn socety throughout time

Listening to theWord: Luke 1088-42%

At MarthaandMaré Qa4 K2 dza S

% In the course of their journey he came to a village, anev@man named Martha
welcomed him into her housé?® She had a sister called Mary, who sat down at the Lord's
feet and listened to him speakinf. Now Martha, who was distracted with all the serving,
came to him and said, 'Lord, do youtroare that my sister is leaving me to do the serving
all by myself? Please tell her to help nf€.But the Lord answered, 'Martha, Martha,' he
said, 'you worry and fret about so martyitigs,*? and yet few are needed, indeed only one.
It isMarywho has chosen the better part, and it is not to be taken from her.’

Silent time, prayer time reflectingpon the Gospel

%8 http://www.catholic.org/
30


http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12437
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/bookstore/?category=19

Sharing ad General Sharing

The two sistersMartha and Mary, envisagdife in differentways AlthoughJesussays to
Mary that she has made the better choicee is notindifferent to the actionsof Martha

who dedicated her timeo preparing hiameal (He certainy ate if). Families function ithe

same way despite theirdivergenceseach is always a member of the sar@nily. This
obliges eachmember to have perspectivesthat are open to diversityeven outside the
family, being able to welcomeveryoneconsiderimg them part of thefamily.

Sharing

- With whom de we identify mo&tWith Martha or with Mary? With space in each of us for
both, how can we reconcile our choresth the challenges of an invasive sociegrayer).

- How do we welcome the different forsof relationship of members of our family with
God? How do we help them while respectintheir freedom and theirdifference®
(Gonjugal prayerndfamily praye).

- how do we view and help each other to overcothe changes that take place in asd in
thosearound usthroughout our lives?St down).

What can we do t@hoosewhat is best at eaclmomentof our daily live8 [Rule of life).

- The annualetreat is theopportunity ¥ 2 NJ dza like2Marg Arél \BelclEmmitted to it?
(Annual retrea).

General shang

As regard3V'S Awiegiedine is there a similarity between our family life and that lived by
the two sisters?

Could we share with the teamsituationthat we have livedakin to that lived by the two
sisters in the presencef Jesu8

Sharing on the Stdy Topic
In Like 1038-42,duringW$S avikiit®His friendsdaily life is brought out

- In this context,Mary took advantage of theopportunity to listen to Jesusand Martha,
drowning in work did not realise the importance of taking greater advantagfehis
presence

- Martha criticisesMary for not helping hey but Jesustells her that she has made the
better choice

-Ly (2RI avbelie the @hEpRand perception of time have changedeveryone
complains about not having the timand therole of the family as an anchohas suffered
from several changes in circumstanceslection2 y (i K A &an tiedaa igypoBahaide.

31



Jesuswith MarthaandMary ¢ Vermeer, 1654

Final prayer
Family prayet’

Lord, from You every family in heaven and on ledekes is name. Father, You are
Love and LifeThrough Your Son, Jesus Christ, born of woman, and through the Holy
Spirit, the fountain of divine charity, grant that every family on earth may become for
each successive generation a true shrine of lifé kmve.

Grant that Your grace may guide the thoughts and actions of husbands and wives for
the good of their families and of all the families of the world.

Grant that the young may find in the family solid support for their human dignity and
for their growth in truth and love.

Grant that love, strengthened by the grace of the sacrament of Marriage, may prove
mightier than all the weaknesses and trials through which our families sometimes
pass.

Through the intercession of the Holy Family of Nazargthnt that the Church may
fruitfully carry out her worldwide mission in the family and through the family.

We ask this of You, who are Life, Truth, and Love with the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
[ Qh &da SN (2268, 16]2 Y I y 2

29 http://www.crossroadsinitiaive.com/library_article/537/Prayers_of Pope_John_Paul_Il.html
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The following textshave been chosen as reading suggestions, to help in
deepening our reflection

Familiaris Consortio

John Paul I¥°

Love as the Principle and Power of Communion

18. The family, which is founded and given life by love, is a community of persons: of
husband ad wife, of parents and children, of relatives. Its first task is to live with fidelity
the reality of communion in a constant effort to develop an authentic community of
persons.

The inner principle of that task, its permanent power and its final gdaves without love

the family is not a community of persons and, in the same way, without love the family
cannot live, grow and perfect itself as a community of persons. What | wrote in the
EncyclicaRedemptor hominigpplies primarily and especially withthe family as such:
"Man cannot live without love. He remains a being that is incomprehensible for himself, his
life is senseless, if love is not revealed to him, if he does not encounter love, if he does not
experience it and make it his own, if he dogot participate intimately in it."(45)

The love between husband and wife and, in a derivatory and broader way, the love
between members of the same famihetween parents and children, brothers and sisters
and relatives and members of the househdddgiven life and sustenance by an unceasing
inner dynamism leading the family to ever deeper and more intense communion, which is
the foundation and soul of the community of marriage and the family

Pour une spiritualité du chrétien mari@-or a spiritualityof the married Christian)
Henri Caffaret

¢ K@mptatonti 2 al yOdAdeQ

So | now propose tgiveyou an insight into théspirituality of the married Christiah But
from the very beginninglet us repeat there are not several sanctitiethere is only one
Christian perfectionSaint Thoma#quinasdefines it in this waydEvery being is perfedn
so far as he achieves his enhich is his final perfectioNow, the final end of human life

is Godand it is love that unites us to hinas Saint John say§Godis love, and whoever
remains in love remains iGodand GodA y  KSo Yhé gerfection of the Christian life

%0 http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf -jp exh_19811122 familiars

consortio_en.html
31 AANEAG 6R NUMER®B4, NOVEMBREDECEMBREOS8: 425-436.
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consistsespeciallyin loveg Sanctity is the same for lay people and for religious people and
is defined in the same way

Every Christiam and therefore every maied Christiart is calledo perfection.

Nonetheless we must recognise that lay people soenetimesseized by panic in the face
of sanctitywhen they becme conscios of it Nothingis asimpressve as this admission by
Jacques Riviele @ a 2kedp th&®temptation to sanctity aay from me. It is not my field
Be satisfied with gure and patient lifethat | shall make every effort to give yoDo not
deprive me of thoseleliciousjoys that lhaveknown,that | love so muchthat | am so keen
to rediscover. Make no mistakeam rot the sort you needl am married and a fathet.am

a writer. Do not tempt me with impossibilitie$ shouldbe wasting my timet time | could
spendd SNIDAY 3 &2dzH¢

What is the Point of Being a Christi@n
Timothy Radcliffé

& LLgw, Love and Languageerbert McCabe wrote that the commandment to keep holy

GKS {lo6oFGK YR (02 R2 y2 g2N]JZ aiAa FAYSR |1
g2N)] 2F YSyQa KIFIyRa¢ a2 (dKAa 62N] Yle& [fgl &
Sabbath is there tstop you being absorbed in the success story, to prevent you being
Syatl @SR (2 LINRPRdAdzOGAGAGE YR LINPFAIQO® Ly
lives in their work, then what one does when one is not working is not so important. One

does na work so as to be able eventually to relax. One has leisure so that one will be able

G2 32 o6FO01 G2 62N] F3AFLAYyD YR 6KIFIGd 2yS R;
important, so long as one is back at work, refreshed on Monday morning. | quoGalbé
again:

A man must do what he is told during his work time, but in his leisure-{mank) he is free

to do, believe, worship, read, what he likes. It is only in so far as these touch on the work
NBfI 0A2yaKAL GKI G GKSeé cultukBendsBoabéctheCalipBvatX Ly
ALYS gKAOKIZI 06SOlIdzaS AG Aa WFNBSQs Aa TNBS
worth controlling.  Philosophers, scientists, novelists and theologians need feel no
responsibility towards the community in whahey say because nobody takes them
ASNK2dzaf & d¢

Joseph Piepemn hisbeautiful little book, Leisure, fie Basis of Cultuyevrites that we must
rediscoverthe priorities of any civilizedociety The word for work in Greegh ~ . “-< ' h
O02YSa TFTNRY Wy 2GS AiRdt&Rh dth>y 33 2 (Wodxa y Saasx 200
SYLX 2 & KSMNE dSregofiunBPy 2W  fWe inastizhegefdrd bdiberated from

a barbarous work ethjovhich makes our johsf we are lucky to have on¢he centre of

our lives and our leisure to be when we happen not to be workilige @bbath invites us

beyond the idolatryof work to worship the true God in freedom.

¥ Radcliffe, Timothy 2008/hat is the Point of Being a Christia®@rns & Oated_ondon chap. 11
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W XSarely we anticipate our rest in God not just by stopping work, but in the quality of our
mutual pregnce?We needmomentsof leisure where we serenely let ourselves be naked
before God and in the eyes of those whom we ldv¢akes time to unveil ourselves, to let
ourselvesbe seen in oucomplexiyy and ourcontradictions.You cannot show yourself in a
moment. We neednomentsof Sabbathwith each otherwith our families, our friends,our
religious communitieswhen we can edge into visibility, confident of a merciful regard.
When we makeprofessionas Dominicansg S | a1 T2 NJ D2RQatheYy SNO&
brethren. It is only by trusting in a merciful gaze, a forgiving eye, that we can dare to live
with each other This implies giving time so that we may teho we are and learn who is

my companionWe need he time to discover in the eyes of the othéhat | havevalue and

that my lifehas acoherenceand a meaningTo be loved is to be seen in a certainy. as

more than useful, more than entertaining, and more than desirable. It is to be seen not as
an object but as aubject, as one who returns the gazes well

Dies Domin?
John Paul |

19. "We celebrate Sunday because of the venerable Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and we do so not only at Easter but also at each turning of the week": so wrote Pope
Innocent | at the beginning of the fifth cemy,(15) testifying to an already well established
practice which had evolved from the early years after the Lord's Resurrection. Saint Basil
speaks of "holy Sunday, honoured by the Lord's Resurrection, the first fruits of all the other
days";(16) and Saii Augustine calls Sunday "a sacrament of Easter".(17)

The intimate bond between Sunday and the Resurrection of the Lord is strongly
emphasized by all the Churches of East and West. In the tradition of the Eastern Churches
in particular, every Sunday isdlanastasimos hemeérahe day of Resurrectior{18) and

this is why it stands at the heart of all worship.

In the light of this constant and universal tradition, it is clear that, although the Lord's Day
is rooted in the very work of creation and even mamehe mystery of the biblical "rest" of

God, it is nonetheless to the Resurrection of Christ that we must look in order to
understand fully the Lord's Day. This is what the Christian Sunday does, leading the faithful
each week to ponder and live the evasf Easter, true source of the world's salvation.

OXBHpPp® LYy STFFSOG:X {dzyRIF& Aa (GdKS RIF& | 020S
remember the salvation which was given to them in baptism and which has made them
new in Christ. "You were buried withinh in baptism, in which you were also raised with

him through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the de&bl2:12; cf.Rom

33http://www.vatican.va/hoIy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_letters/documents/hf ' jip_apl_05071998 dies
domini_en.html
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6:4-6). The liturgy underscores this baptismal dimension of Sunday, both in calling for the
celebration of baptismg as well as at the Easter Vigil on the day of the week "when

the Church commemorates the Lord's Resurrection”,(24) and in suggesting as an
appropriate penitential rite at the start of Mass the sprinkling of holy water, which recalls
the moment of Baptis in which all Christian life is born.(25)when Christians relive the
Apostles' joyful encounter with the Risen Lord and receive theglifeng breath of his Spirit

The day of faith

29. Given these different dimensions which set it apart, Sunday appeatiseasupreme

day of faith It is the day when, by the power of the Holy Spirit, who is the Church's living
"memory" (cf.Jn14:26), the first appearance of the Risen Lord becomes an event renewed
in the "today" of each of Christ's disciples. Gathered is presence in the Sunday
assembly, believers sense themselves called like the Apostle Thomas: "Put your finger here,
and see my hands. Put out your hand, and place it in my side. Doubt no longer, but believe"
(Un20:27). Yes, Sunday is the day of faithisTis stressed by the fact that the Sunday
Eucharistic liturgy, like the liturgy of other solemnities, includes the Profession of Faith.
Recited or sung, the Creed declares the baptismal and Paschal character of Sunday, making
it the day on which in a spe&l way the baptized renew their adherence to Christ and his
Gospel in a rekindled awareness of their baptismal promises. Listening to the word and
receiving the Body of the Lord, the baptized contemplate the Risen Jesus present in the
"holy signs" and aafess with the Apostle Thomas: "My Lord and my Gaifi20:28).

An indispensable day!

30. It is clear then why, even in our own difficult times, the identity of this day must be
protected and above all must be lived in all its depth. An Eastern writdreobeginning of

the third century recounts that as early as then the faithful in every region were keeping
Sunday holy on a regular basis.(36) What began as a spontaneous practice later became a
juridically sanctioned norm. The Lord's Day has structuteel history of the Church
through two thousand years: how could we think that it will not continue to shape her
future? The pressures of today can make it harder to fulfil the Sunday obligation; and, with
a mother's sensitivity, the Church looks to the giristances of each of her children. In
particular, she feels herself called to a new catechetical and pastoral commitment, in order
to ensure that, in the normal course of life, none of her children are deprived of the rich
outpouring of grace which the adration of the Lord's Day brings. It was in this spirit that
the Second Vatican Council, making a pronouncement on the possibility of reforming the
Church calendar to match different civil calendars, declared that the Church "is prepared to
accept only tlese arrangements which preserve a week of seven days with a Sunday".(37)
Given its many meanings and aspects, and its link to the very foundations of the faith, the
celebration of the Christian Sunday remains, on the threshold of the Third Millennium, an
indispensable element of our Christian identity.
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6" Meeting

DARE TO LIVE THE GOSPEL

Discovering our neighbour in soci ety

Introduction

Daring to discover our neighbouneans looking at hinfrom aposition of being available
with a welcoming and attente attitude followingW$S & ezinle towards the woman
taken in adultery He saw beyond hecondition as a marginalised womaaq labelled by
socidy.

The Scribesand Phargees brought her toJkesusto be judged. Their objective was also to
put Him to the test before the law. But as always, Jeswas astonishing turning the
applicationof the law on her accussby appealing to theiconsciences.

WS addeingencouragesis to take risks, to dare to discover othgesen whileconfronting
the sockty to which we belong

Listening to the Wordbhn 81-11*

The woman taken in adultery

! .andJesusvent to the Mount of Olives® At daybreak he appeared in theempleagain;
and as all the people came to him, he sat down and began to teach thEnescribesand
Phariseedrought awomanalong who had been caught committing adultery; and making
her stand there in the middIé they said to Jesus, 'Master, thissmanwas caught in the
very act of committing adultery,and in theLawMoseshas ordered us to stone women of
this kind. What have you got to say?'

® They asked him this as a test, looking for an accusation to use against hidesBatent

down and started writing orthe ground with his finger! As they persisted with their
guestion, he straightened up and said, 'Let the one among you who is guiltless be the first
to throw a stone at her.2 Then he bent down and continued writing on the groufd.
When they heard thishey went away one by one, beginning with the eldest, until the last
one had gone andesuswas left alone with the woman, who remained in the middi2.
Jesus again straightened up and said, 'Woman,reitage they? Has no one condemned
you?' ™ 'No one, sir," she replied. 'Neither do | condemn you,' said Jesus. 'Go away, and
from this momentsinno more.'

Silent time, prayer time réecting on the Gospel

% http://mww.catholic.org/bible/book.php?ig:50&bible_chapter=8&submit=Go
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Sharing and general sharing

Faced by the woman taken in adulterdgsusconfronts the doctors of the lawWhen
questioned, He waited, he took his timea such a way that the accusers had time to think
and He usedcompassion.He dd not condemn the womanbut gives her a fresh
opportunity sending her off and telling her to sin no modesusvelcomed her with pity
and, while telling her to sin no motelesushad humanitytowards this womanbecause
pity for the sinneris the most pefect way of giving her back her dignityrhat is why he
bent down,so as not to humiliate this woman any mdoefore those who were accusing
her. Similarly the sinner, no matter how grave his,dras a dignity which must be
recognisecandrespeced. Thatis what the accusing finger does not understand.

In this case, too, we are invitetb follow WS aexaim@leand not make hasty judgements
judge not and you shall not be judge@s Hiscommandment

Sharing

- How often do we ignore, label and distanmarselvesdrom thosewho actdifferently from

our principles and values?Are we fully conscous that it distances us fromwS & dza Q
proposition?(Individual praye).

- How do we approachlesusand how do wepromote access tsomeone different
whether as a ouple or as a&amily, with an attitude of conversion? Qouple prayer and
family prayej.

- Are we able to share about odlifficulties and to help with the acceptance of differerite
And to giveattention to the discovery of thosgho run across um the dfferent contexs
of the society around U (Sit Down).

- What must we change as regardsir behaviour in societyso as to promote hope
generosityand justic® Rule of life.

General sharing

Could we share a lived experienegth a contemporary storyelated to the topi@

Sharing on the study topic

Jesusvasconscous ofthe questioningof the accuserseven before this sinful woman was
present Could we imagine beinguestionedabout someonewho flaunts behaviour that
devastates us?

The doctors of thdaw and the Phariseedeing sure of themselvegrovoke Jesus by
bringing before Him a woman who has been taken in adultésChristianshow often are
we notconfronted, provdkedand put to the test

Let us make an effort to reflect on the best waydiscoverthe multipled 2 i KtBanies
run acrossandhow we reactvis-a-visour weaknesses
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The woman taken in adulteryHarry Anderson?0th century

Hnal prayer®

Grant me, Q.ord my God,

amindto know You,

an eagerness that seeks You,
awisdomthat is pleasing to You,
faithful perseverance in waiting for you,
and ahopethat finally embraces you.
Amen

The following texts have been chosen as reading suggestions, to help in
deepening our reflection

35http://WWW.catholic:.orq/clife/pravers/praver.php’?p=83%1mended
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Albert Nolar®
Identifying with others

When Matthew wants to summarise one last tird¢S &tdaahidg on the love of Goand

of our neighbouy he compose a dramatic judicial scenario where a judge must separate
the just from evildoersthe sheep from the goatéVit 25:31-46). The teaching on which his
scene is based comeéfectivey from Jesus,but resort to the finajudgementas a dramatic
techniquefor teaching purposes comes from Matthew. Noofethe other evangelistgells

a similarstory, although wefind in each the same fundamentdachingabout thelove o
God and of our neighbouln mae than one way, the story by Matthewefines our
understanding oWWS aspadt@lity.

First of all the criterion for judgementin this storyis the way in whiclthose who appear

before the judgeacted towards their human brothers and sistefhey are ot asked any

qguestion about their attitude to Gaqdtheir dutifulnessin fulfilling their obligations,in

respectng the Sabbathor any othercommandment What is to be found at the heart of

the judgement,areactivitesi K1 & G2 Rl & ¢S ¢ SdeiOREYOU divé foodl 6 2 NJ| 2
to those who were hungry? Did you give a drink to those who were thirddy@ you

welcome the strangerclothe the naked take care of the sickor visit prisoner? In

concrete terms, that is what loving your neighbour means. Thtte criterion according to

which we judge whether or not we loved our neighbour.

Thesecondcharacteristioof this judgementis that in it love of neighbouris consideredin
practice as identical to love for God whether or not the person being jueéd was
conscous of this. Sq when you fed those who were hungrgave a drink to thosevho
were thirsty, welcomed the sanger, clothed the naked cared for the sick or visited
prisoners you did this to God. And when yaefused to help a hungry, thirstyr naked
person to welcome a sanger or to visitsomeone who was sick or imprisonetlis God
who was ignoredwhether or not you were conscious of this.is mpossibleto make us
graspthe identification between God and neighbour in a more strikiosgmore effective
way.

The third thing to observes that the judge identifies with the victimgho were helped or
who were not At the beginningf the story he iglescribedasdhe Sonof Mang and a little
f I 0SNJ I & Wholaie #e dedling igh®/ith God, with Jesus, or with ba?hlt is not
clear. But manifestlyGodidentifies with every human beingso much so that everything
we do to another personye are doing it to GodThis is what Jesus did, tod:w X 8o far
as you did this to one othe least of these brothers of mine, you did it to mdt"is
impossibleto better express thatlesusvas at one with all human beingBor Jesuswhat
we do to another human beingve do to him

The appeal could not be cleardfollowing Jesusoday conssts in so closely identifying
ourselves with all his brothers and sisters in humaaitiK &G ¢S OFy &l &y a2z
GKSY A& R2yS G 2,wiadcomstitutey myAderiitgs Mot enBriRndividual

*Nolan, Albert 2009 dzA GNB WS & .dddntréadogatisNR Q K dzA
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and unique being My identity is that greatd ¢ SEthe human racé. And above ajlf S Qa
not understand this as simplemetaphoror something of that kindWe are notinvited to

love ourneighbouras if our neighbour wereurselvesIn MatthS ¢ Q & , the(jugigéRloes

not say din so far as you dithis to one of the least of these brothers of mine, it is as if you
did it to met but ratherd @ 2 dz RA R IRi$ a quéstioryd arsbjective, concrete
identification.God is one with all human beingand we are one with the others, whether

we areconscious of this or not.

How important it is to become conscious of thisn fact loving each other is born
spontareouslyof the discovery and of the continuougonscousness of being nothing but
one with the others.

What is referred to here is theolidarity that exists at the heart offamily relationshirs.

Normally we experience this type of solidarity with our near relatighsnotheridentifies

a2 YdzOK gAGK KSNJ OKAfR GKIFIG aKS O2dzZiRaa li& S
same thing betwen brothers and sistersBlood ties can even unitenembers of the

extended familyor of a clarto the point that if one isinsulted, all the others areas well

The primary origirof love of neighbour in the Jewiskripturesis the family relationshipn
Leviticugneighbours are male or female family membé@rs19:18).1t goes without saying
to love them as one loves oneself. One can even envisagextension to inclufl thé
resident alientt KS a0 NI y 3 SNJ ¢ KLL9:3%; DAGEB-19)% Buiink oné elsgze
above all no enemies

Jesusenlargedsolidarity or the family bondto the whole human race d¥ou have heard

K2g Al oI illlévé yoR BeighBoug animl hate your iy @ Q@ . dzi L &l @
t 20S @& 2 dziVt %5 4384y. Ko king, everyone was his brother, his sister, his mother,

his uncle, his aunt. Hielentified with them, whoever they werewhatever they had done

and however thg behaved towards him. He coudtven have said of his enemi@m so far

asyou did thistooneofthelh @ 2dz RAR Al (G2 YSéo

| am because we are
Timothy Radcliffé’

When Thomas Mertorleft his monasery after some yearsto visit the local town for the
first time, he was overwhelmed wh a sense of the beauty and goodness of the people
whom he met

It is a gloriouglestiny to be a member of the humarace,though it is a race dedicated to

many absurditiesand one which makes terrible mistakeget, with all that, God Himself
glorifiedin becoming a membeof the human race. A member of the human race! To think

that such a commonplace realisati@mould suddenly seem like news that one holds the
winning ticket in a cosmic sweepstakehere is no way of telling people that they are all
wkf1AYy3a I NRdzyR aKAYAYy3d tA1S GKS adzyX ¢KSNEB

3" Radcliffe, Timothy 2008/hat is the Point of Being a ChristiaB@rns & Oates_ondon pp.141142.
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other as we really are all the time. There would be no more war, no more hatred, no more
ONXzSt (&> v 2suppashtifat tig Nig fBoRlxm would be that we wouldIFalown
YR 62NARAKALI SIOK 204KSNX (GKS 3FdS 2F KSI @Sy

The Church should be a community which the beauty of ordinariness is disclosed,
because in our God, whose centre is everywhere and whose circumference is nowhere,
then no one should fean the edge.

On the roadto Jerusalemthe apoglesargue amonghemselvesas to whichof them is the

greatest Janes andbhn, the sons oZebedeeaskJesug W Midid sif, ibne at your right

KFYyR YR 2yS |G @&2dzNJ f ST¥yidEsh folfavethe tdpNobs] fo 2 NB Q
bask in the glory, tde raisel up above the competition. They dwt wish tobe ordinary,
WwO2YY2y 2NJ Il NRSY Saysli KXodsit ¢ @yaright hand duliat nvyJedt tza

not mine to grantbut it is forthose2 NJ 6 K2Y A G KI 10058 ¢indeddB LI NB
when he is lifted up in glory on the cross, it is two ordinary thieves, whose names we do

not even know, who have the places of honour.

FamiliarisConsortig®

John Paul Il

The Christian Family's Grace aResponsibility

47. The social role that belongs to every family pertains by a new and original right to the
Christian family, which is based on the sacrament of marriage. By taking up the human
reality of the love between husband and wife in all its iigions, the sacrament gives to
Christian couples and parents a power and a commitment to live their vocation as lay
people and therefore to "seek the kingdom of God by engaging in temporal affairs and by
ordering them according to the plan of God."(113)

The social and political role is included in the kingly mission of service in which Christian
couples share by virtue of the sacrament of marriage, and they receive both a command
which they cannot ignore and a grace which sustains and stimulates them.

The Christian family is thus called upon to offer everyone a witness of generous and
disinterested dedication to social matters, through a "preferential option" for the poor
and disadvantaged. Therefore, advancing in its following of the Lord by speciébiaile

the poor, it must have special concern for the hungry, the poor, the old, the sick, drug
victimsand those who have nfamily.

% http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf -jp exh_19811122 familiaris
consortio_en.html
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7™ Meeting

DARE TO LIVE THE GOSPEL
Being a family in the Church community

Introduction

INR Ky Q &ve @rédsdied that the Fathetakes care of uas acommurity. Love which

is alwaygresentin this relationship between God amden, presupposa our responsibility

towards otherswho are united by the same lov&his is implicitn the call tocbear¥ NHzA G € ®
Thismission is committed to théamily, as the domestic Churdmplanted in the heart of

the commurnty, as well as that of taking care of othevgithout ever forgetting the
injunction to love each other.

Listening to the Wordxohn 151-17°

Parable of the vie

1| am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresé&very branch in me that bears no
fruit he cuts away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes to make it bear even
more.? You are clean already, by means of the word that | have spokgouo

* Remain in me, as | in you. As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, unless it remains part
of the vine, neither can you unless you remain in frieam the vine, you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears fruit in plerity cut off from me you can

do nothing.

® Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a branemd withers; these
branches are collected and thrown on the fire and are burnt.

" If you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask/ifi@tever you please

and youwill get it. It is to theglory of my Father that you should bear much fruit and be
my disciples.

%1 have loved you just as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love.

91 you keep my commandments yowill remain in my love, just as | have kept my
Father's commanehents and remain in his lov&" | have told you this so that my own joy
may be in you and your joy be complete.

12 This is my commandment; love one another, as | have loved oo one can have
greater love than to lay down hie for his friends* You are my friends, if you do what |
command you® | shall no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know the
master's business; | call you friends, because | have rkaden to you everything | have
learnt from my Father™® You did not choose me, no, | chose you; and | commissioned you
to go out and to bear fruit, fruit thawill last; so that the &her will give you anything you

ask him in my name.

"My command to you is to love one another.

% http://ww.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=50&bilel_chapter=15&submit=Go
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Silent time, prayer time reflecting on the Gospel

Sharing and general sharing

We ae the shoots of the vinave are the people of Go@dnd we cannott 6 S I Nunes$tizA G ¢
we remain in Christ. This is also the strengththe family insertedinto the commurnity,
with ecclesial responsibilities

Sharing

- How do we givehanksfor the giftswe have receivec&and how do we develop them
united in thesamevineasthe Chris? (ndividual praye}.

- What place does our concern to take care of our Pastor and our commuvitty their
problems andpreoccupationsoccupyin our prayer8 Are we conerned to pray for all
thosewho make up the Churgclior the people of Gogdfor the flowering of alvocation®
(Goupleandfamily praye).

- Individually and as a couple, are we accustomed to reflecting on our active participation

in the life of thecommurity and of the local Churéhirhat is to saywhat is ourreponseto

0KS WOIlLtfQsxs aaAyoOS a6itdindS 6SSy OK2aSy o& |1 A
- What must we change in our lives, a change which must help us to remtie joy and

love of Godand whichfacilitatesthe flow of theenergisingsapbetween u® Rule of life).

General sharing

Have weexperiencef participationin the life of the Churchn our commurnity, that can
have aninfluenceon our way of beingChristiansthat we would like to share Or other
experiencesthat we want to shar@

Could we share a lived experienaea contemporary account in harmony with the topic?
Sharing on the study topic

dl have loved you just as the Father has loved me. Remain in még love

There we have the energy source of Christige and of the vocation of Crstians who are
called toparticipate in building the kingdom of God.

That is the challenge of daring to live the Gospdlich calls us to be responsibie our
actions and in caring for theommurity.
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Jesusis the tuevine

FinalPrayer
Prayer to the Holy @irit*

Come Holy Spirit,

fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Send forth youSpirit

and everything Isall be created.

and You shall renew the face of the earth.

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit,
did instruct the hearts of your faithful,
grant that by the sameloly Spirit

we may know and love what is good

and ever enjoy His divine consolations,
ThroughChristOur Lord, Amen.

The following texts have been chosen as reading suggestions, to help in
deepening our refledbn

40 http://www.diocese-mont-laurier.org/rubriques/haut/paroisses/neparoisses/sainte
agathe/prieres/ms_document_view
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First letter of &int Paul Apostle, to the Corinthians™

?® Then what should it be like, brothers? When you come together each of you brings a
psalm or some instruction or a revelation, or speaks in a tongue or gives an interpretation.
Let all theseltings be done in a way thatill build up the community.

%" |f there are to be any people speaking in a tongue, then let there be only two, or at the
most three, and those one at a tenand let one of these interpret.

%8 |f there is no interpreter, then let each of them be quiet in the assembly, and speak only
to himself and God.

29 et two prophets, or three, speak while the rest weigh their words;

%0 and if arevelationcomes to someone else who is sitting by, the speaker should stop
speaking.

31 You can all prophesy, but one at a time, thenveill learn something and all receive
encouragement.

%2 The propheticspiritis to be under the prophets' control,

3 for Godis aGodnot of disorder but of peace. As in all the churches of God's holy people,

Gaudium et Spes
76. Thepolitical community and theChurch

It is very important, especigliwhere a pluralistic society prevails, that there be a correct
notion of the relationship between the political community and the Church, and a clear
distinction between the tasks which Christians undertake, individually or as a group, on
their own resposibility as citizens guided by the dictates of a Christian conscience, and the
activities which, in union with their pastors, they carry out in the name of the Church.

The Church, by reason of her role and competence, is not identified in any way with the
political community nor bound to any political system. She is at once a sign and a safeguard
of the transcendent character of the human person.

The Church and the political community in their own fields are autonomous and
independent from each other. Yebth, under different titles, are devoted to the personal
and social vocation of the same men. The more that both foster sounder cooperation
between themselves with due consideration for the circumstances of time and place, the
more effective will their sedice be exercised for the good of all. For man's horizons are not
limited only to the temporal order; while living in the context of human history, he
preserves intact his eternal vocation. The Church, for her part, founded on the love of the
Redeemer, camibutes toward the reign of justice and charity within the borders of a
nation and between nations. By preaching the truths of the Gospel, and bringing to bear on

“L http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=53&bible_chapter=14
42 http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatan_council/documents/vali_cons_19651207_gaudiuet-
spes_en.html
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all fields of humarendeavourthe light of her doctrine and of a Christian witness, she
respects and fosters the political freedom and responsibility of citizens.

The Apostles, their successors and those who cooperate with them, are sent to announce
to mankind Christ, th&aviour Their apostolate is based on the power of God, Who very
often shows forth the strength of the Gospel on the weakness of its witnesses. All those
dedicated to the ministry of God's Word must use the ways and means proper to the
Gospel which in a great many respects differ from the means proper to the earthly city.

The camjugal community a cell within the body of the Church

Henri Caffaref

We can see why thenion of two people who have been baptisatiould be considereds
G Y@ & iISma® ot only a simplextrinsc relationship withChrist, with the union of
Christand the Churchthe relationship of the copyo its archetype; but alsca real,
essentialrelationship The marwoman union is linked organcally to the ChristChurch
union: it participatesin its nature,in its life, in its characteras amystery. It is caried along
penetrated irrigated, transfigued by that grandiosenion of Christwith the Church

In other words the ChristChurch unionis not only manifested but realised in every
Christiancouple.

One expressionthat of the ¢cell of the Church conveysvery wellthis situation of the
couplein the body ofChrist.A basic, germinating, generative ¢elbubtless the smallest,
but also the most fundamentah the ecclesial organism

The Fathers of the Church arntieologians following on from Saintlean Chrysostom
200l arazyltte OFftf GKS [/ KN&cdesia mikfarhsforividatioa Y & |
which they understad in an extrinsic, social sensan quite properly be taken in an infinitely

more forceful sensell K S 02 dzLJ Sife partidp&e r¢ally inlthgogingfand life of the
ChristChurch union So we hold strongly to this firsbnclusion in the marwoman union a

cell of the Churchare manifested and realisetie life and themysteryof the ChristChurch

union.

We findin the plan of the mystical Body what contempordniplogists teach us, namely
that each celbf the human body containsall the specificharacteristics of the whole body

So it should be said that thenion2 ¥ YSYy YR 62YSy Aa lling ANSI
sense of the term{(E. 5:32) a sacament in the sense of Catholic theologlyat is to say,

I a awihigh/ ot only representghe mystery of the ChristChurch unionbut also
GO2YyUNHAMRIAGNEIRAFGSa¢ A

C2NJ Fff GKFG L R2 ycanicondusld gh thé Basisaidf typmgéfiomii 2y S
Ephesianghat marriageis one of the sevesacaments institued by Christ.If the Church

“*Henri Caffarel 1963 I NJ NI LJLJ2 NI | de. [/ QK NAyaSE loSNiiigge, Né grand Sakran@Numéro
spécial 111112: 323339.
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has always seen in marriagees sacrgsacred thing)she waited until theXith centuryto
declare that it is propeyl one of the sevelsacamentsof the new LawShe first lived this
doctrine and reflected on its practiceefore arriving at the definitiorof the marriage-
sacament. (pp. 323339)

Citizensof the Kingdom
Timothy Radcliffé’

If the commurity is healthythSy A0 A€t f y20 adzZJINBaa 2ySQa
%S I TN&ChAXch should help us to flourisi being acommurity in which | can speak

with confidence But the Church claims to be motiean just another community to which

one might belongA Yy | RRAGA2Y (2 2ySQa 20!l ftiskhe NIa
sacament of the unity of humanity irChrist.But what does that megh

Christian® T (i Sy dza SolidaftyQo adtidulddR thalsense of belonging to tieiman
community. JeanPau 1l said w X 8ultuté of solidarie @ Xt what might a culture of

solidarity look likeé W{ 2 f AiR h WdrdiwhBse rootdie in earlynineteenth-century

France meaning the solidarity of the French people over against such enemies as the
English. It was asolidaritybased onexclus2 Y > 2 WEAND I I X K3 & @iK€S Waza O
Phariseesover againstiesusand the man born blindt KSNE A & 'y Jlagaingd A O  LIN
my brother, my brother and | against my cousimy cousin, my brother and bainst the

g 2 NI «RXd&xall oneself a Catholic is to accigentification - kath' holon according to the

whole, the universal communion of the Kingdonit is to refuseanidentity based orexclusion. (p

143144)

w X@ristianty is gravdy wounded inits abilityto witness to the future unity of humanity,
both because of divisions between Christiamsl divisions within the Churche.164)

w XVBhat young people are going to find their home in a community that is so anghp
will be attracted to aChurch in which people devote so much energy to being aggressive
about other member3 (.164)

wXIg2g | NBE 6S G2 KSI{ (26w aeavdap Rain t@bFeatheraddh 4 G Q &
with the rhythm of the Eucharist gathering people into communitio share the bread
and reaching out for the fullness of the Kawogn? (p179)

* Radcliffe, Timothy 200%/hat is the Poinbf Being a ChristiarBurns & Oates, Londochagers9 and 10
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8" Meeting

DARE TO LIVE THE GOSPEL
Building ecumenism and peace

Introduction

Human being are called to be happy - happy because they arengagd with others
because theyhave compassionfor others and not because they are offerean easy
happinessWe are called to be happy when we feed or provide refreshmueitten we give
clothes or shelter someonevhen we visitor welcome when we help to build peace and
ecumenismnot neglecing those we consider different; those whom God created equal

Thefamily is called tohappinesbecauseman and womanthey give themselves mutually
and they both give themselves to their childréfhe family constitutes a place in its own
right for practice of compassionwhether at home or in the outside world. i$ in the
bosom of thefamily that we learnthat we are all equaéand it is there that peace can be
made in each heart.

The familyis the firstplacethat makes it possible to exercisempasgn while directing it
outwardsand contributing to building peace

Listening to the Wordmatthew 25, 31 40°°

LastJudgement

3L'When the Son omancomes in his glory, escorted by #le angels, then haill take his

seat on highrone of glory.* All nationswill be assembled before him and kéll separate
people one from another as the shepherd separates sheep from gtate will place the
sheep on hisight hand and the goats on his left.

% Then the Kingwill say to those on hisight hand, "Come, you whom my Father has
blessed, take as your heritage the kingdom prepared for you sincéotiredation of the
world. *® For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, | was
a stranger and you made me welconiélacking clothes and you clothed me, sick and you
visited me, in prisn and you came to see me’" Then the uprighwill say to him in reply,
"Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you dfitvkBen

did we see you a strangand make you welcome, lacking clothes and clothe y8iehen

did we find you sick or in prison and go to see ydli&nd the Kingvill answer, "Intruth |

tell you, in so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to
YSoh W

Silent time, prayer time reflecting on the Gospel

“S http://www.catholic.org/bible/
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Sharing and general sharing

What makes men truly mers the capacityto be compassionateAt the last judgement

according to what Matthew tells yg S gAt f 2yt & -BEBf RARAERQ 66 NW
God we reach perfectionn proportion to ourcompassionDivisionsbetween mencome

from a diversiorof this practice in our relationshipsappropriationof resourcesby some

to the detriment of others development conditions creating dependendyhese obstacles

need to be eliminated if there is to be dialogue gre&hcemaking

Sharing

- How do we prepareur way, throughout our livesfor the definitive meeting with Go@
(Individual prayej

- Howdo we help each other to nourish attitude of compassiorand for peacemaking in
prayer? (Conjugal and family prayer

- As husband and wife, do we support eaather in thedifficulties we experience when it
comes toexercsingcompassionAre we peacenaker® (Sit Dowr).

- To what extent does thigt ( Nidgirévelatiort from Matli K S g&6spelimpel us to
journey towards Godvhile being fully human with mankirdRule of life).

General sharing

Faced by the challenge of sanctihat is presented hergwhat experiencesio we want to
share?

Sharingon the study topic

According toMatthew, Jesush & @SNE Of St NJ I 6 2adedrding € SvhicB I G K S|
each of air lives will be judgedn fact it is not a matter of religiousriteriain the sense of

the traditions to which we are accustomedbut of truly demandingand difficult
propositions,which nonetheless are the only walp stimulate compassion, ecumenism

and peacemaking

[ SGQa NB Tt S Oplaceive alldviedcts diietd seek iihk Seacenaking roadand
the way wehelp each other teliminatethe cause®f divisionamongst us.
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The Batitudes Sermong James Tissaf 20th century

Final prayer®

Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
wherethere is injurypardon;

where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light;

and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;

to be understood as tmderstand;

to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,;

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen

46 Prayer of Saint Frais of Assisin
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/pray0027.htm
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The following texts have been chosen as reading suggestions, to help in
deepeningour reflection

Ut Unum Sint

John Paul 11
Ecumenismand peace

10. In the present situation of the lack of unity among Christians and of the confident quest
for full communion, the Catholic faithful are conscious of being deeply challenged by the
Lord of he Church. The Second Vatican Council strengthened their commitment with a
clear ecclesiological vision, open to all the ecclesial values present among other Christians.
The Catholic faithful face the ecumenical question in a spirit of faith.

The Council tates that the Church of Christ "subsists in the Catholic Church, which is

governed by the Successor of Peter and by the Bishops in communion with him", and at the
same time acknowledges that "many elements of sanctification and of truth can be found

outside her visible structure. These elements, however, as gifts properly belonging to the

Church of Christ, possess an inner dynamism towards Catholic &hity".

"It follows that these separated Churches and Communities, though we believe that they
suffer from defects, have by no means been deprived of significance and value in the
mystery of salvation. For the Spirit of Chhisis not refrained from using them as means of
salvation which derive their efficacy from the very fullness of grace and truth entrusted to
the Catholic Church®

11. The Catholic Church thus affirms that during the two thousand years of her history she
has been preserved in unity, with all the means with which God wishes to endow his
Church, and this despite the often geerises which have shaken her, the infidelity of
some of her ministers, and the faults into which her members daily fall. The Catholic
Church knows that, by virtue of the strength which comes to her from the Spirit, the
weaknesses, mediocrity, sins andtahes the betrayals of some of her children cannot
destroy what God has bestowed on her as part of his plan of grace. Moreover, "the powers
of death shall not prevail against itM¢ 16:18). Even so, the Catholic Church does not
forget that many among hemembers cause God's plan to be discernible only with
difficulty. Speaking of the lack of unity among Christians, the Decree on Ecumenism does
not ignore the fact that "people of both sides were to blant&’and acknowledges that
responsibility cannot be attributed only to the "other side". By God's grace, however,

“"http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documesthf_jp-ii_enc_25051995_utinun:
sint_en.html
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neither what belongs to the structure of the Church of &hrior that communion which
still exists with the other Churches and Ecclesial Communities has been destroyed.

Indeed, the elements of sanctification and truth present in the other Christian
Communities, in a degree which varies from one to the other, titores the objective basis
of the communion, albeit imperfect, which exists between them and the Catholic Church.

To the extent that these elements are found in other Christian Communities, the one
Church of Christ is effectively present in them. For thason the Second Vatican Council
speaks of a certain, though imperfect communion. The Dogmatic Constitltimnen
Gentiumstresses that the Catholic Church "recognizes that in many ways she is lifiked"
with these Communities by a true union in the Holy Spirit.

wX 6

14. All these elements bear within themselves a tendency towards unity, having their
fullness in that unity.lt is not a matter of adding together all the riches scattered
throughout the various Christian Communities in order to arrive at a Church which God has
in mind for the future. In accordance with the great Tradition, attested to by the Fathers of
the Eastand of the West, the Catholic Church believes that in the Pentecost Event God has
alreadymanifested the Church in her eschatological reality, which he had prepared "from
the time of Abel, the just one™ This reality is something already given. Consequently we
are even now in the last times. The elements of this alregigtgn Church exist, found in
their fullness in theCatholic Church and, without this fullness, in the other Commurtties,
where certain features of the Christian mystelmave at times been more effectively
emphasized. Ecumenism is directed precisely to making the partial communion existing
between Christians grow towards full communion in truth and charity.

God is notprivate property
Bento Domingues, Bminican

2. w Xlt&is notpossibleto leave interreligious andterculturaldialogue solely in the hands
of politicalandreligious leadersand of specialisedommissionsevenif they have the duty
of sensitsing publicopinion to the urgency of such a taskVhat we areaiming for, is
citizens - Muslims and Christiansbesotted withdialogue so that we are notnanipublted
by fanatics and terroriss. In this sensetoday we have an edifying Jewistory in the
catholic liturgy(Nm 1125-29).

We are told that Moses was adedto collect 70eldersto stand beside him with a view to
guiding thepeople. Two of themwho were not presenat the ceremony also received the
Spiritof God andlINE @SR (12 0SS LINE LK S &, tiadSy sapymoge NS Q
foresightful than the others A young man who was taken aback by thent to tell Moses

what was happeningOne of the elderswho had not liked whathe heard, saitY MyaLord
Moses stop thene @
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Moses showed his disagreem&htAré you jealous on my account? If only alhwah's
people were prophets that is to saycritical, foresightful

This is an exemplary story whepmlitics and religion megg if | may be forgiven the
anachronisnt, democraticparticipationand the lucid and universal exercise of citizenship

3. Inthe NewTestamentwe find a similar storywith an obvious bearigon interreligious
dialogue:'Master, we saw someone who is not one of us driving out devils in your name,
YR 06SOFdzAS KS 41 a y2i 2 ¥dsgiges a spectacdl&ephi NA S R
0GAnyone who is not against us is fordudl 8:38-43,45,47-48).

Such aresponsewas never readilyacceped. DespitePaulhaving said that inlesusGod

makes nodistinction between Jeav and Greek, lave or free man man or woman an
antiChristianformula has persisted for centuri@sNadsalvation outside the Churehed X 6

| think thatWS Aaigin@lity onsistin this bondwith Godwhich all human beings have in
their hearts and which we can find or forget in a thousand ways

Truereligionknows thd it is not God we need to take care lofit the children ofGod This
is theadmirable message prodtaedin the letter of St Jmesd w X 6

It is pointless saying that there is only one Gfdas Christianand Muslimswe forget that
there is only ondwumanity for all of us torespectandsene.

Ecumenisnmand peace
AcoupleQad NB Tt SOUA2Y

Building ecunenism and peaceimplies the possibility of establishingdialogue and the

necessityof becomingconsciousof what all men have in commoA televisionprogramme

about one of the first humanoidsin Africareferred to the discovery of the bones of an
adolescentwith congenital malformationshat would not allow him to survarbeyonda

very young agewithout major assistancand being totallydependenton other members

of the group In other words it has been observetthat these living beingéur ancestor$

had thecapacit to exerasecompassiorand exercised X Apparently this fre relationship
camot be found in other living being& Could compassionbe a chamacteristic that

differentiatesus as mefi

What isdeviantand separatesmen canessetiially be summarisedby the tempgations of
Christ (Lke 43-11): a) violationof nature €hanging stones into bregdb) hunger for
power; c)vanity (showing off an appar& superiority). All of that can be seen as a lack of
respectt 2 NJ D 2 P avidérillylalgaas an inseparable formf lack of compassiofor
other men the possibiliyy of devastatingtheir access tamatural resourcesof forcing them
into submissionby exercsing several formof power, of humiliating them by forcing them
to feel inferior. More obviously Matthew makes us e the fundamentalimportance of
compassiorin the relationship betweemMen, because the latter is the only criteridhat
he points to in order for God to accept ugvat 2534-40). The examples given by Saint
Matthew are all related to sharingssential reources fpod and clothing, welcoming
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foreigners(be theymigrants or pilgrimg, those who suffewviolence,even if it islegtimate
(the prisorer) and those whayuite simply, depen@n othersthanks tolimitations impogd
on them by poor health So what makes men truly Men is thleapaciy to exercise
compassionAnd this is also what saves them

Onarrivingat thispoint, a doubt occurredto me, a doubt that | sharevith you: to succeed

in balancing behaviour in relationships between mark 2 dzf R ¢S @A Sg6 [/ KNR &

a2 YdzOK | &0 dzii NHz8 ©Orf BaaR oftrue yWiéré not only in the strict
aSyasS 2 e uglbutWithg sehise that He is al$oR Ae&Whjth could lead us to
into the tempation of thinking that everyone could not attain thjd am speakingf Him
asd@Man in his full flowering the fullness that we should seek to attaim correspond o
the expectation of Godwvho wants our collaborative acceptanagot submissionto a will
that is imposedWhen we seek to be that Mado we make communication with others
easier? What direction does Christ give us?

The elements of this issue are symibally brought together inWS & diaioguewith the
Samaritan woman (John325) (divisionsbetween mer) and the way to find solutionghe
Jews do not get on with the Samanta Jesuscreated the conditionsthat would allow
dialogue peace) the differencesbetween ways of adoring Gdthve lost theiimportance
and left ajustificationfor divisionbecause they have been put in the contexwhat isthe
true relationship with Godecumenism).

It is appropriate to recall thaneaningof owninga well h a Semiticcommunity. it is only

used by thecommurity and anyone elsenust ask for accesdesus asked although he was
adew-a, 2dz FNB | WSgod 126 Aa AG GKIFG &22%g I &1
It is thisapproach with this & dzy (i K X tfitudéthasfacilitated dialoguethat made it
possibleto address those aspectbat divided Samaritas and Jewsas regards the proper
way of praying to Godnd doing away with theconfusionbetween what isessentialand

what constitues a mere socioultural framework Once the barries are broken downit

was possiblefor the Samaritan woman to say ttesugbhn 419-24): *°'| see you are a
prophet, sir,' said the woman. 'Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, though you say
that Jerusalems the place where one ought to worship.' Jesus said: Believe me, woman,
the hour is coming when yowill worship the Fdter neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we do knowalication
comes from the Jews. But the hour is comigndeed is alredy here -- when true
worshipperswill worship the Father irspirit and truth: that is the kind of worshipper the
Father seeks. God is spirit, and those who worship must worstspiiit and truth*°.

Can we conclude, as | have supposttat compassioris whatdefinesus as Merand that
we will be judged bycompassion? have notdetected any referenceto our capaciy for
reflection, which weplace such a high value por any otherattributesthat are a source of
pride for so many peopleOnly thecapaciy for askingand of sharinga limited resouice

48 http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=50&bible_chapter=4&submit=Go
49
Id.
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(water, in Samara) was capable of breaking down the barriers and making peawe
permitting Ecumenism

Pacem In Terrf&
John XXIII

Every human being is a perspwith rights and duties

9. Any welregulated and productive association of men in stci demands the
acceptance of one fundamental principle: that each individual man is truly a person. His is a
nature, that is, endowed with intelligence and free will. As such he has rights and duties,
which together flow as a direct consequence from hasune. These rights and duties are
universal and inviolable, and therefore altogether inalienable. (7)

10. When, furthermore, we consider man's personal dignity from the standpoint of divine
revelation, inevitably our estimate of it is incomparably incezhsMen have been
ransomed by the blood of Jesus Christ. Grace has made them sons and friends of God, and
heirs to eternal glory.

Mutual Collaboration

31. Since men are social by nature, they must live together and consult each other's
interests. That mershould recognize and perform their respective rights and duties is
imperative to a well ordered society. But the result will be that each individual will make
his wholehearted contribution to the creation of a civic order in which rights and duties
are eer more diligently and more effectively observed.

Social Life in Truth, Justice, Charity and Freedom

35. Hence, before a society can be considered-areléred, creative, and consonant with
human dignity, it must be based on truth. St. Paul expressedathfsllows: "Putting away
lying, speak ye the truth every man with hmeighbour for we are members one of
another.”"(25) And so will it be, if each man acknowledges sincerely his own rights and his
own duties toward others.

Human society, as We here pite it, demands that men be guided by justice, respect the
rights of others and do their duty. It demands, too, that they be animated by such love as
will make them feel the needs of others as their own, and induce them to share their goods
with others, and to strive in the world to make all men alike heirs to the noblest of
intellectual and spiritual values. Nor is this enough; for human society thrives on freedom,
namely, on the use of means which are consistent with the dignity of its individual
members who, being endowed with reason, assume responsibility for their own actions.

%0 http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/fencyclicals/documents/hfxiii_enc_11041963_pacem_en.html
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Review meeting
The t e &mdogn !

Introduction

Jesugellsuswe shouldwash I OK BUiEKRSBEBIRalyR IS g1 & (GKS TFANE
Overcome by thisttitude, Pete said to him/Lord, are you going to wash my feetJesus

answered, 'At the moment you do not know what | am doing, but laterwibu

understandQ

Listening to the WordJiohn 131- 17

Jesuswashes the feet of the disciples

! Before the festival of the Passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come to
pass from this world to the Father, having loved those who were his in the world,
loved them to the end? They were at supper,ra the devilhad already put it into

the mind of Judas Iscarioson of Simon, to betray hint Jesus knew that the
Father had put everything into his hands, and that he had come Boaadand was
returning to God,* and he got up frm table, removed his outer garments and,
taking a towel, wrapped it round his waisthe then poured water into a basin
and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel he was
wearing.® He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lam, you going to wash
my feet?'” Jesus answered, 'At the moment you do not know what | am doing, but
later youwill understand.”® ‘Never!" said Peter. 'You shall never wash my feet.'
Jesugeplied, 'If | do not wash you, you can have no share with Biedon Peter
said,® 'Well then, Lord, not only my feet, but myands and my head as welt?
Jesus said, 'No one who has had a bath needs washing, sueisanis clean all
over. You too are clean, though not all of you atéHe knew who wasajng to
betray him, and that was why he said, ‘though not all of you aféVhen he had
washed their feet and put on his outer garments again he went back to the table.
'Do you understand', he said, ‘what | have done to yblivou call me Master and
Lo, and rightly; so | am?If I, then, theLordand Master, have washed your feet,
you must wash each other's fe€f | have given you an example so that you may
copy what | have don you.*®'In alltruth I tell you, no servant is greater than
his master, no messenger is greater than the one who sent HitNow that you
know this, blessed are you if you behaezordingly.

Slent time, prayer time reflecting on the Gospel

*! http://ww.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=50&bible_chapter=13&submit=Go
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We are invited to review where we starid

L a ¢dOption of the Sit Dowrmethodology the best wayof reviewingthe year just pasin
our Tean? Thismethodologycan help ugo reveal ourselve to each other both as a couple
and asa Team

It is perhaps thenoment where the Teamall together, under the gaze of the Loraan

dialoguein truth, where each Team member can reveal t@slings andhoughtson the

life of the Team during the past ya and bring aboutbetter understandingand mutual

help. In this way it will be possible to revielve pasti 2 | Yyt @8aS GKS ¢S YQ2
make plans for the future.

The last meeting is not an epout a new starting poirit

¢ KS & LINJ érSibidk tiing, Yk8 ¢he Sit Dowras acouple, will help the Team to
become more conscious of the presence of God.

Peter did not want to agree that the Lord should wash his fdefusanswered himlIf | do
not wash you, you can have no share with me.

It is also during this supperwhere Jesussays gooebye to Hisfriends before returning to
the Fatherthat he leaves us eecomnendatiorn | give you a new commandment: love one
another; you must love one another just as | have loved?ou

Taking as our guidthe developmentof the topic for the yearf SG Q& S @I f dzt G S |
points and the weak points each of us has playedammunicationin the Team Let us

reflect on these two kepoints:K I @S 6S ¢ a4 KS R?D® wOdlowdur G WD a T S
be washe@

- Towhat extent has life as a Teabeen reflected in our prayer as individual, couplas
families and as a team during this year?

- How have we helped each other to understandd to integrate into our liveghe
appraachadopted by the topic for each meet?

- Whatobstacledo putting this into practice have we encountered?

- In what way VS aadzéc@®to the apostlesMy command to you is to love one anothér

-UNF yatlrGSR AyiG2 GKS OK2A0Sa 2F 2dzNJ awdzZ Sa&
- How has dialogue within the coupbnd the Teandeveloped following practice of the

other Endeavours

- Have wedared to welcome the Gosp#iroughout the yea? Have we cared for and
welcomed the Men around us?

> Haboration following theGuide ofthe Teams of our Lady
% John B:34
> John 15:17
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Thelast supper SisteMercedes, 2006, Notre Dame des Neiges, France
Final prayer

Magnificat™
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord
and my spirit exults in God nsaviout
because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid.
Yes from this day forward
all generations will call me blessed.
for the Almighty has done great things for me.
Holy is His name,
and His mercy reaches from age to age
for those who fear Him.
He has shown the power of His arm,
He has routed the proud of heart.
He has pulled down princes from their thrones
and exalted the lowly.
The hungry He has filled with good things,
the rich He sent empty away.
He has come to the help of Israel His servant,
mindful of His mercy
according to the promise He made to our anmest
of His mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.
Glory to the Father, to the Son, to the Holy Spirit,
Amenl!.

% http://www.equipes-notre-dame.com/documents_privates/Equipe_Satellite/RE_ENG.pdf
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